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; 1 
PREFACE 
| HE Deſion of theſe Papers is toVindicate the Convo- 
cation of Ireland from ſome groſs Aſperſions, which 
have been lately caſt upon them by One of their own 
Members. When a great Body of Men is publickly 
traduced, it is the Duty of every particular Member to ſtand up in 
it Defence. Silence in this caſe is Criminal; and if no One will 
vouchſafe ro Anſwer the ObjetFiong, every One will take it for 7K. 
ted that they are juſt. And therefore, leaſt the Honour and Re- 
Putation of this Venerable Synod ſhould ſufſer for want of ſome . 
Vindication, I hope this, how mean ſoever, will be accepted, ſince .. 
no better has yet appear d. | | 
It is now many Months ſince this Libel has been publiſh'd to the 
World ;, tho* it be but a few Weeks ſince I could procure a ſight of 
it: And I no ſooner read it over, but I thought it neceſſary to 
Draw up the following Remarks, againſt the Meeting of. the Con- 
vocation, to whoſe Judgement I now humbly Submit them. 
It is not for the ſake of the Two Members, who are particularly 
mention d in it, that this Work is undertaken. The Houſe of 
which they are Members, has in a Solemn manner done them Fuſt ice 
already: And they neither want nor deſire any other Vindication. 
The Account which they gave of the — of their Houſe 
Tas given Publickly ; and it is as Honourable as it 15 True : The 
Letter Writer, reſolving in every Circumſt ance to run Counter 
ro them, gives his Account Clandeſtinely, which proves to be as 
Falſe as it is Diſgraceful. The Two Members knew, that the 
Credit of Matters of Fact, depends upon the Credit of the Relators ; 
and being Conſcious to themſelves of their having never done any 
Thing to brick the ir Integrity and Veracity in Queſtion; they put their 
Names to their Account, in Order to give Weight and Authority to it. 


Perhaps the Letter Writer for this very reaſon ConceaF d His. n 
| 22 Br 


* 


f E. | * 
But 4s widely as this Gentleman differs from the Two Members, 
1 doubt not but that the Reader will obſerve, that in many in- 
ſtances be dificrs as widely from himſelf: For bis Account is 7200 4 
Atedlcy of Incenſiſtencies, that I wonder how one and the ſame Perſon 
would put them together, Sometimes He repreſents the Lower Houſe 
to be Aſſuming and Inſolent; then in the ſame Breath, to be Tame 
and Submifſive. In ſome Places He repreſents the Two Houſes 
Wrane'in; and Quarrelling with one anot hen; in others, He allows, 
Ther they had always a mutual Truft and Confidence in each o- 
th:r, and that there was a perfect Unity and Harmony between 
rhem. Sometimes He would have the Clergy thought to be under 
apprehenſions of Dangerous Deſigns forming againſt the Church; 
and then again He would have it thought that they apprehended no 
Danger at all. At one time, they lie under ſuſpicions of being Diſ- 
| feed to the Government and the Succeſſion, at another, the 
are as well affected as any of Her Majeſty's Subjects; and the 
whole is intermixt with ſuch variety of Falſhoods, that it is a- 
mazing how it could enter into any one Man's head to Forge them all, 
"The Reader will eaſily ſee, that ſome of theſe Falſhoods are inven... 
red to male the World think, that we have had no manner of Right to 
thoſe Uſages and Privileges, which we have hitherto enjoy d: Others 
are invented to repreſent the Two Houſes as uſeleſs Bodies, and 
good for nothing but to Quarrel with one another : Some are ſuch, 
as tend to have the Clergy thought to be a Dangerous Body of Men, 
and to give Umbrage to the Laity, whenever many. of them meet 
together: And others are of ſuch a triffiing Nature, that I can't 
imagine why they ſhould be invented, ky, it be to keep his Hand 
im ure, and for the ſake of the ir being falſe. 

It is à bold Attempt for a Man to relate with ſo much Con- 
fidence Things, which he could not but know, would in alittle time 
be diſcovered to be Falſe: But ſome People know the value of 
Miſrepreſentation ; and they will Miſrepreſent, tho ey are ſure tobe 
immediately Detctted. And they may have great Ends to ſerve by it. 
Many may read their Accounts, who ma] never have an Opportunity 
of ſeeing the Anſwers to it; and they may poſſibly receive their Re 
ward from thoſe whom they hope to ſerve by it, before even they 
can be nadeceived in them. | 
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The LET TER Printed in a Pampblet, Intituled. 
Partiality Detected, relating to the Convocation of 
IRELAND. | 


SIR, 
INCE I have had the opportunity of being perfectly well informed in the Fi 
Affaits of the Convocation of Jreland, I do the more readily obey your Com- 4 
mands, and ſhall give you my Opinion very Impartially ot the Paper publiſh- 
ed in a late Pampiler, Entituled, Some Proceedings in the Convocation, A. D. 4 
1705. faiitfuly Repreſented; which Paper is ſubſcribed by / Percival Arch- trel 
deacon of C:ſhelSand' Fran. Higgins Proctor tor the Diocele of 0ffory. 

I muſt own that I aim under a Surprize to find the Author of that Pamphlet make 
ſuch Arguments and Deductions from that Authority, and the Facts contained in tha 
Pa per, which had neither the Conſent nor the Knowledge of that Houſe, the Procee- 
dings whereof it pretends juſtly to repreſent; and to ſee ſo great a ſtreſs laid upon it, 
as (in the Words of the late Archbiſhop Tlotſon) to be thought a Miliſſone hung os 
the neck of the oppolite Cauſe ; whereas had the Author been truly inſtrufted in the 
Convocation Affairs, and the Methods uſed in Jrel und, he would not have ventured 
his Cauſe on ſo precarious a Precedent, which has little elſe to ſupport it but the pre- 
ſent nnhappy Controverſie in the Convocation of Engl end. | ; 

But befoie I come to the particular confideration. of the Merits of that Paper, there 
are ſome General Obſervations, relating to the Affairs of the Convocation of Jreland, * 
which are neceſſary to be known; in order to judge what Weight or Authority. any of | 
their Methods of Proceeding ought to have with an Engliſh Convocation. 

Firſt then, Sir, you are to underſtand, That there is not one Book or one Paper 
now remaining, at leaſt not one has yet appear'd, of the Tran ſactions in the Lower 
Houſe in any former Convocation of Jrel2nd ; ſo that the preſent Lower Honſe had not of 
the Aſſiſtance or Advantage of any ſort of Record, or Memoir of their own, to dire ® 
them in their Rights, Privileges or Proceedings. | 
Neither, Secondly, is there any Book or Record of the Upper Houſe no in being, 
except one, which is that of the Convocagjon which met in the Year 1661, and ſat part 

that and the following Year, which Book cannot give full Light into the Aﬀairs of 
the Loxer Houſe, having only an Account of what paſſed in that Houſe, of which it is 
3 to be a- faichfal Regiſter. But I ſhall have further Occaſion to mention ig 
hereafter. of 

Neither, Thirdly, is there any Perſon now living in Ireland, nor has been ſinee the 
firſt meeting of the preſent Convocation there, who was Member of any former Con- 
vocation in eland, or ever ſat in either Houſe, except his Grace the Lord-Archhiſhop 
of Tum, who was a Member of the Lower Houſe in- 166 ; and his Grace being ſuppo- 
fed to be now about the Ageof 70, muſt have been a very young Convocation-Man at 
that tima; and not pretending to have kept any Papers or Minutes of the Houſe, 
whereof he was then a Member, tis nat to be imagined that his Grace will tax his Me- 
mory with all the particalars of this Controverſy, fince they then never came into 
Debate, and conſequently were not muck regarded. | * 3 

4thly, I would obſerve that there was an Interval of about 40 Years, between the 
laſt and che preſent Convocation of vreland; during all which time, I bave not heard i 
alledged or pretended that any Member of either of the preſent-Houſes, ever quot 

Diſcouꝛſe or Obſervation, or Proceeding in that Lower Houle, frum.any Perſon, 
Sh had. been a Member of its. 188557 1 
A. 58hly,... 


12 7 (Wl) | 
== ._$tky, I muſt obſerye, that ſome OR the meeting of the preſent Convocatt:. 
| Gains on in Jrelard, abundance of Pains, and Art, and Induftry were uſed, to make many of 
= the Clergy of that Kingdom, apprehienfive of dangerous Deſigns then forming againſt 
= the Rights of the Church here; and particularly, that ſome of the Biſhops of this 
{! 4 Church, were encroaching on the Rights and Privileges of the Lower Clergy ; and: 
th : deſigned either to enſlave them, or make them a uſeleſs part of the Convocation. It 
not neceſſary to tell under what Influence, nor by what concurrent Accidents this 
Motion began to obtain. It is enough to fay, that many did too readily entertain it, 
and conſequently that the Lower Clergy of /reland were under a ftrong Diſ poſition, to 
copy after the Majority of the Lower Houſe here, and to aſſume thoſe for undoubted- 
= Rights and Privileges, which they ſaw lo warmly claimed and defended by their Bre- 

>. thren here, and all under pretence of Zeal tor the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 

And laftly, I muſt obſerve, that the preſent Lower Houſe of Convocation in Vela 
were ſuch utter Strangers to all the Uſages of Convocation, at their firſt meeting, that 
(fving the Matters of Rights which they ever embraced with all imaginable Defire 

they 100 conftant recourie for all other Matters to the Synodus. Anglicans, and in — 
Debate ſubmitted to the Deciſions ot that Book, which lay conſtangly on the Table. 
> Theſe General Conſiderations are ſufficient to convince every unprejudiced Man, 
= how abſurdly and improperly the Proceedings of the Lower Houle in Freland are drag'd. 
in to ſupport that very Original, from which the moſt of them are copy d: Not to in- 
fiſt on the ſeveral Differences both in Rights and Methods of Proceedings, which mav 
be aſſigned between a Nation Obnvyocation, made up ot four Provincial Sy nods, and one 
Provincial Synod acting under the Direction and Government of its own Metropolitan. 
But omitting the diſparity and inconſequency of ſuch deduQtions, I come to confi- 
der the Merits of the Paper it ſelf ; the Hiſtory and Repreſentations of which art ſo. 
very ſingular, that tis impoſſible to conceal the Manner of its being obtained, or the 
Artifices by which moſt of the Facts are Repreſented to ſerve one ſide. | 
As to the Hiſtory of its being obtained, the Account given in Jreland was to this 
eſect; that the two Eminent Members who Subſcribed it, having been ſome time be- 
„ fore in Company with ſome of the Lower Houſe Members here, happencd to talk on 
the Subject of the Debate between the two Houſes ;- and giving ſuch a- Repreſentation 
of the Proceedings of the Lower Houle in Jreland, as pleaſed the Company, they were 
defired to give the ſame into the Lower Houſe bere, and were invited to do this Ser- 
vice either by a Summons, or by being told how grateſul it would be to the Prolocu- 
tor and his Friends in the Houſe, Whereupon theſe Gentlemen came to the Houſe, 
and being called in, eath of them had a Chair ſet, one on the Right and-the other on 
the Left Hand of the Prolocutor, and being asked ſeveral Queſtions, they were pleaſed 
& torefolve them agreeably to the Senſe of the Majority of the Lower Houle, and after- 
| * wards to put their Reſolutions in Writing ſigned with the Names of each of them, to 
remain on the Lower Houſe Books {or the Benefit of all utute Con vocat ions. 
In this manner it was that this Paper was ſaid to be obtained, and in the Account of 
BY ir Which theſe two Things are moft Remarkable; Firft, That there were four Biſhops of 
Ve the Church and Obnvocation of Feland then in Town (one whereof was His Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin) and not one of them either conſulted or acquainted with 
the Deſign of theſe two Gentlemen to bring the Convocation of Jreland into any ſhare 


i 


146 the Diſpute between the two Houſes here; which Slight and Diſreſpe@ their Lord- 


© hips have on many Occafions reſented in Jreland. 
The other Previous Remark is, That theſe two Undertaking Gentlemen had never 
' aeked the Leave, or. ſolicited for the Conſent of their own Houle, or any Member of 
it, or deſired the Advice or Opinion of any one of their own Body, before they. made 
this Repreſentatjon and delivered their Paper into the Lower Houſe here; {> that it 

as io other Support, not can lay claim to any other Authority, but what the Zea 
ind” Horwardneſs of theſe two Gentlemen gives it; or auto what is alledged in Defence 
bf it, as done by the whole Houſe afterwards, I ſhall ſhew it to have very little weight 


with any Man who will conſides it iadifferently. "The 
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them then and there to Conſult and Debate what was fit to he done in order to obtain 


4 r berg + % ( III) 8 a | 

| The ficft Paragraph of chat Paper runs this (it.) The Mejbers of the "Lines Htufe > 

of this preſent Convocation were Summonel, Eletted, and Returned, by Virtue 52 Premu- 
all the Bi- 


nientes Clauſe in the Biſhops Parliamentary Writs, which Clauſe was Executed 
deferred the Eled ing of a Prolocutor and the 


ſhops throughout the King dom: But the Clergy 
progeeding to Buſineſs until the Reception of the Provincial Writs bythe ſeveral Archbiſbops. 
s to the Members being Summoned by,the Premunientes Clauſe, tis certainly 


true, and they were Elected and Returned "accordingly: But the othes part of this Mi 
Paragraph is the moſt Inſincere partial Account that can be given: They only ſay that wha 
Ctergy deferred chuſing à Prolocutor and proceeding 10 Buſineſs 7 as if they-thought that they I 
had full Power to do both (it they pleaſed) before the Provincial Writ came. 1 

true Matter of Fatt was thus. Upon the Execùtion of the Premunientes Clauſe, m 
ny of the Clergy thought themſclyes obliged to Obey it, and a conſiderable Number f 
them came to Dublin, and having an intimation from his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop e 


Dublin to meet in St. Patricks Church after Evening Prayer, they accordingly met ia 
2ry numerous Aſſembly. His Grace of Publin took 


the Chapter Houſe and made a 1 , | 
d the Clergy the Occaſion of his defiring them to M 


the Dean's Chair, and having to WY 
and their incapacity to Sit as a Convocation without the Provincial Writs, He adviſt 


the Provincial Writs. After many Speeches and a long time ſpent in Arguing, it 
ſ--y1ed to he the nnanimous Senſe of all the Clergy then met, that (what ever Par» 
liamentary Rights or Capacity they might have by Virtue of the Premunientes Clauſe) * 
yet they neither were nor could be an Eccleſiaſtical Body, nor Meet as ſuch in Sys 

- 1h 


nod, without the Provincial Writs. 7 
It was then and ſtill is a laudable Cuſtom of the Clergy of the City and Suburbs of 
Dublin, to Meet once a Week in the Veſtries of ſome of their Churches, to confer tb. 


gether, to conſult and conſider what may tend to the Honour ot Religion, and the Sp,. 
ritual Imyrovement and Advantage of their reſpeRive Flocksp and in theſe Aﬀemblies 
there is one Choſeator a certain time to prehde and moderate in their Debates ; Now 
to prevent any Umbrage or Offence, that might be taken at ſuch a Concourſe of the 
Clergy, as attended then in Dublin by the Præmunientes Clauſe, and who owned thertt- 
ſelves to haye no legal Right or Power to Form a Synod, they agreed to mix themſelves 
in thoſe Meetings of the Dublin-Clergy to concert proper Mealures for obtaining the 3 
Provincial Writs : and at the fame time they jndged that no further Notice would 
be taken, ſince they met in thoſe Places and Aſſemblies, which had been ordinarily 
uſed before. But moſt oi the Clergy who came from diſtant Places} grew weary of a 
Fruitleſs Attendance, and returned Home; as many as ſtaid, came pretty conſtantly tio 
theſe Aſſemblies, and drew up ſeveral Addreſſes to the Lords Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
praying their Lordſhips Favour, Intereſt and Application to obtain thoſe Writes, 
which after a tedious Expectation of about fix Weeks, were at length Ordered 
to Iſſue. All this appears from the Books of the Lower Houſe, and from hence you 
may gueſs what Opinion the Lower Clergy of Yeland had bt the Præmunientes Clauſ 
and whether they. only deferred the Choice of a Protocutor, and falling to Buſineſs, or 
that they thought they were not Qualified, nor could be Safe, nay, that they were ne 
Eccleſiaſtical Body, without the Provincial Writ. . | | 
What follows the firſt Paragraph is truly ſtated, till we come to that which begins thus 
The Returns of all Members were made 12 the ſeveral ®Archbiſhops and a Liſt of the Members 
of the Lower- Houſe was tranſmitted tothe Lower Houſe from the Upper. This Account bes g 
ing a little intricate and perplexed, will need an Explination, and it ſeems they con wil 
trived to cover a wrong Step, in which perhaps both Houſes were overſeen ; For upon ®i 
the Reception ot the Proyincial Writs, inſtead of going to an Election upon theſe Writs, 8 
which were never yet duly Executed, there wasa ſorc of an Agreement or Order made,” | 
that the Members Choſen by the Clauſe (Premnnientes) ſhould be taken and Efteemed 
to all intents and purpoſes, 'for Members Elected and Returnable by the Provincial 
Writs. 1 cannot particularly recollett the Words or Manner in which this was done; 
but fure I am that there was no New 2 and conſequently no Execution at _ 
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, (IV) 
ide Provincial Writs : tho' the Clergy were ſo ſenſſble immediately before, that they 
& could be no Sy nod uichout them: And what difference there is between no Writ and a 

Wirit not Executed, as to any Power given, I cannot comprehend; but the Truth is, 
the Clexgy were ſuch utter Strangers to Convocation Matters, that tis not fo much to be 
wondered, that they Erred in ſome few things, as that they did not Err in many mores 
The Deſign therefore of that Account ſeems to be this, That the Returns formerly 
ſaid to be made upon the Præmunientes Cladſe, which neither were, nor could be made to 
the Archbiſhops, were then to be looked upon as the Returns made to the Provincial 
Writs; and then a Lift of the Lower Houſe was ſent down to them from the Upper. 

And now to return to the Account of choofing the Prolocutor in the manner men- 

tioned in that Paper, which I have allowed to be truly repreſented. But bow far it is 
an allowed Right of the Lower Houſe to proceed in that manner, will be evident from 
what paſtin that very Houſe the laſt Year, u on choofing a Vice-Prolocutor. A long In- 
7 diſpoſition had obliged the Proloentor to think of retiring, and he came to the Houſe and 
Wight acquainted them, that he waz no longer able to ſerve them, and therefore deſired them 
do think of a proper ber ſon to take the, Chair, nich he was then abort to leave. The 
| $ Houſe Complimented him with the Nomiaation, and he Names the Dean of St. Paarict's,. 
= and the whole Hovic unanimoully agrees to it; whereupon the Prolocutor with the 
| Houſe goup to acquaint the Lords, tha: he was not able to diſcharge his Duty any 
Jonger, and that the Houie had nnanimoully cholen the Dean of St. Patrick's," to ſup- 
ly his place during his Diſaiilitv; and aving delivered this Meflage he went ſtralt 
#0 his Coach, and jet e Henle Sitting with the Vice-Prolocutor in the Chair. Im- 
mediately after, the I ords ſent for he Lower Honſe, and told them they had acted too 
Tor wardly in pretending to chooſe a Vace-Fivlocaior, without fiſt asking Leave of 
them to proceed to that Election, that their Lord his utterly diſallowed the Election, 
and would approve none nor hold any Correip-ndence with them, till they prayed 
the Leave of the Uppet Houle to Eictt, and when they had fo done, then to preſent 
Him to the Lords for th-ir Approbation. However dilplcaling this was to ſome of 
the Horſe, they went ſtrait to the Lords to beg Leave to Elett a Vice-Prolocutor, 
Which was granted them, and they proceed: to a ſecond Election of the fame Worthy 
Perſon, and he was preſented to the Lords by two of the Members of the Lower 
ouſe, and approved by their Lordihips in their own Houſe, which Approbation was 
Antimated to the Houſe when he took the Chair. This Inftance ſhews undeniably how 
far the Lords do allow of what the Lower Houſe did in the manner of chooſing a Pro- 
| Jocutor, and what weight there is in that part of the Repreſentation Betides that the 
Upper Houſe Book of the Convocation of 1651. plainly ſhews, that the Method uſed 
by the preſent Lower Houſe in chooling a Prolocutor, was quite different in ſeveral 
Cireumſtances from that which they made ute of at that time, when theſe things were 
much better underſtood. | * 

The next Point in the Paper, is that of the Lover Hou è appointing Committees, 
particularly that of Elections; and tis certain they appointed four or five ſtanding 
Committees, beſides many Occaſional ones; But I nevet heard that they pretended to 
do this by Precedents of their own, hut they took themeither from the Practice ot the 
Houle of Commons, or from the Claim of the Lower Houſe then Sitting in Engl nd, 
or from the Specuiative Arguments drawn from the nature of a ſeparate Houſe ; for 
trom theſe three Originals chiefly, A or moſt of the Uſages and Rights of the Lower 
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i Hcuſe in eln ſprung. 
The three following Paragraphs relate to the Call of the Houſe, and the giving 
6 nt Leave to Members to be Abſent, or Pufiſhing them tor not Attendiog, in which ſome 
ers things ate not fairly ſtated as they onght to be: For the Paper calls thoſe Members 
1 * Contumacionſly Abſent 'who Negleftcd to apprat upon a Summons from the Lower 
” "7 Houſe; whereas all that ever the Lower Houſe pretended to in that Matter, was to 
” | accuſe of Contumacy in the Upper Houſe. The Ulage in ſhort was thusz Upon a 
ö Call of the Houſe, if a Member neither: Appear'd nor ſent a reaſonable Excuſe, the 
Prolocutor was erdeted to carry up the (Nainevot all ſuch Perſons to the Lords, and 
'v 08 te 
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No pray that their Lordſhips would declare then Contumacians, and proceed achte 
dingy againft them if they did not Attends But no Man was ever declared or pro- 
nounced*Contumacions-in the Lower Houſe. And as for Leave to be Abſent, it was 
firſt propobd, and granted in the Lower Houſe, and the Prolocutor fill ordered t@ 
carry up their Names to the Lords, and pray that they would confirm the Leave given 
to fuch Members to be Abſent; and I am pretty well aſſured that there appears upon 
the preſent Upper Houſe Books, leave of Abſence given to ſeveral Members of the 

Lower Houſe, whenever ſo much as acquainted their own Houſe with it beforehand. _ * 

The Paragaph that begins thus ( caſe of 4 Facancy) repreſents that Affair juſtly e- 
nough, but I knownot to hat -purpoſe. | | Pa 
The five following Paragraphs relate to the Adjournments of the Lower Houſe and 
their holding Intermediate Seſſions: As to this daſt part, there can be no doubt bat ad 
that they held Mtermediate Seſſions, and looked upon them as regular as the Concur- ® 
Tent Seſſions; but by what Precedent or upon what Authority I cannot telly for as I = 

that which is alledged of an Anſwer given to fome Queries propoſed by the Earl of 
Notingh im, however Artificially it is managed in that Paper, as if that Anſwer had 
been made by a full and competent Authority, yet you are to underſtand that this was 
tranſacted a long time beſore the Convocation Sat, and was only the Opinion of a few ; 
Biſhops not too well acquainted at that time with Convocation Rights, but very defi- 
rous to get Synods reftored in Hreland. But as the Upper Houſe Book? take no notice 
of theſe Intermediate Seſſions, which have been very frequent, ſo the Lords have ne- 
ver yet, by any Publick A4 of their Houſe, given or ſhewn their Approbation of 
them: One thing I am very fure;of, that the warm Contending of the Majority of 
the Lower Houſe in Faglend for thoſe Intermediate Seſſions, was a principle Reaſon 
for the Lower Clergy's iinfiting on them in Jrelin4. Behdes that it was a very fa- 
vourable ſupctute, to claim Rights and Privileges, when they began on a new Foun» 
dation, and had no Precedent againſt them. ; 2 

The Matter of Adjaurnments is very ſtrangely Repreſented in that Paper; that the 
Actuary ſometimes did it by word of Mouth, that the Forms are various, Cc. A ſhort 
Account will eafily clear that whole Matter. The firſt four or five Days of the Con- 
rocation's Sitting, the Aﬀrary of the Upper Houſe read a Paper in the Lower Hoſe, 
to this effect, That his Grace the Preſident with the reſt of the Archbiſhops and Bi- 
hops, did Adjourn this whole Convocation to ſuch a time and Place. The Lower 
Clergy were not well pleaſed with the Words (whele Convocation) and it ſeems ſome of ? 
the Lords did not agree to the Word Preſident; for after that time the Form was quite 

altered, and continues the ſame ever fince that Alteration in theſe words, viz» The 

Lords Archbifhops and Bifhops of the Upper Houſe of Convocation, have Command- 
rd me tq intimate to yon, that this Convocation is Adjourned, Tc and ſigned by the 
*Auary of the Upper Houſe, read by him in the Lower, and ſo left upon the Table; 
and I am Confident there has been no Variation from theic Form ſince the firk Week 
bf their Sitting. | | 

The three next Paragraphs, vip. That which begins (Al Meſſezges ſent to'the Lower 
Zruſe) and the two following, are fairly Repreſented ; only as to the Third, It 'may de | 


CIS — — 


Yemembred, that on ſome Occaſions, when ſome Members have been 1 Lide r- 
ty of Proteſting, they have ſaid Publickly in the Lower Houſe thats key Proteſt. | 
in the Upper. As to the Papers offered by the Prolocutor to the kis gene- x 


* 


rally true that they have been received; and as true that their Lordhips' dre than 
a Twelve Months time, ſcarce give an Anſwer to any Paper of Buſineſs. But after 
ſeveral importunate Addreſſes to their Lordſhips for Anſwer to the many Papers ſent 
up, they return a ſhort Anſwer to a great Number at once, and in ohe and the ſame 
Paper; and moſt of thoſe Atſwers contained no more than a bare Affirmative or Ne 
ative on the Snbj-@ offered, and were fo very ſhort and imperſe(t, that many of 
them were voted Unſatish tory in the Lower Houſe. Tis certain the Lower Heuſe Þ 
had for the moſt pare eaſie aceeſs to their Lordſhips, tho ſometimes they were obt> 
ged to attend long, for it, and once at St. Andrews Church were teſuſed ddmitratits 
Fer waxing ſome Hours in expectadona of it. | N 
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biiſhmernt, and muſt be till it become Triumphant in Heaven; they ſeemed eontent on 


would be granted, if the too warm temper of fome Men did not prove the Qbitacle. - 


Houſe whereof they were Members. 


in their Favour, and the Vote was to this effect, Whether Mr. A» Ds P. and Mr. . 


2 


- 


both ſides to let things remain as they are, and not diſturb the Governmentby too fers 
they doubted nt 


and eager an Application for ſome neu Coaſtitutions, which in t 


It was to this good Diſpoſitioa of the Clergy in general, and to the Deſerenge aud 
Duty which the Lower Clergy ſhewed to their Superiors, and to the mutual Truſt ang 
Confidence which they always had in each other, that they owe that 2 Unity and 
Harmony which is between the two Houſes; and not at al to the Biſhops allowing al 
the Rights and Privileges as repreſented in that Paper, nor yet to the concurring wid 
the Clergy oa all occaſions in doing and promoting of Bufineſs, which is very plain 
They did not; however ſolemaly ſoeves theſe two Gentlemen do bleſs God top it in that 

aper. 5 
Thus, Sir, [have freely jmparted my Thoughts of that Paper, lich the Author of the 
pamphlet ſays, contains an irteſiſtible Proot, that the Pretenſions of the Engliſh Lower 
Houſe were juſt and well founded: If it is ſuch a Proof, it muſt be lo with thoſe, who .. 
know little or nothing of the Ir iſh Tranſactions. e 
But che Author, to add further Weight and Strength to tl.is Teſtimony, tells us, that 
a Complaiat was made in the Lower Houſe in 1707. of thg Account given by the two 
Members in England, and that upon a full hearing in a numerous Houle, it was reſol- 
ved, Paragraph by Paragraph, to be a juſt and true Repreſenfation of the Proceedings 
of that Houſe. A brief Narrative of this ſhatter will let you ſee clearly, how mucm 
weight it adds to that Papet- | 

A Complaint indeed was made, not againſt that Repreſentation, or«the matters con- 
tained in it; for thoſe were then utterly unknown to the Complainer, as he publickly #4 

rofeſſed in the Houſe; But the Subject of the Complaint was, that any particular ® 
Member of the Houſe, ſhould e take upon him to relate and repreſent the Proceed- Ms 
ings of that Honſes without the Knowledge or Conſent or Authority of the Houle, — 1 
and this to a publick Body of Men. in a ſolemn and formal Manner, and ſign the ſame the 
as Members of the Houſe, and to get their Repreſentation ſo ſigned, entered on the Ki 
Books of the Lower Houſe to be made uſe of as they ſhould think fit: This was comp ** 
plained of as an high Injury and Contempt, and asa Breach of the Privilege of that 


Notice of this Complaint was immediately ſent to Mr. Archdeacon Pereivele, by 
Order of the Houſe, the other Perſon concerned being then in England. When the 
Archdeacon appeared at the Committee, to which it was re erred, he would n8ither 
own nor diſown the matter of the Complaint, but would put it upon the Member. who 
complained to prove the Allegation; and thus it continued for ſome time, till the Pets 
fon who complained, undertook to the Houſe, that he would —— by a certain tigie 
an Authentick Copy of that whole Affair, out of the Books of the Lower game in Eng» 
land: Then indeed the Archdeacon was adviſed by his Friends, and produced that Pa» 
per in the ſame words as it is now Printed, only that neither his nor the-other Gentle- 
man's Name was Subſcribed to it. | 5H | 

The Committee heing met to go through that Affair, the Member who complained, 
was Voted into the Chair ; by which it was immediately gueſſed what. Diſpoſition. they 
were in; and at the ſame time they Voted to Examine the Paper, Paragraph by Para- 
graph, as to the Truth of each of them. Whereas it was urged by ſome others, that - 
this was not the matter before them, nor were they much concerned whether the Aﬀſer= 
tions of the Paper were true or ſalſe, but whether their Members for taking upon them 
to give ſuch Accounts before ſo great an Aſſembly, had not incurred the Cenſure, and 
broke the Privilege of the Houſe. However it was carried to Examine the Paper, and 
the Vote being put upon each Paragraph, it was carried to affirm the Truth of eachg 
But when it came upon the Queſtion, whether the Members by giving in this Repre- 
ſentation to the Lower Houſe in England, had not acted contrary to the Duty and 
to the Rights of the Houſe ; this admitted of more Debate, and in the End was carried 


Meme... 


+ N % < VIII) : N 3 
_ Members of that Houſe, having in their Private Capacity given in that Repreſentatis. 
on to the Lower Houſe in England, had added contrary to the Rights of the ouſe, or 

done any thing in derogation of the Houſe; and paſſed in the Nega tire. 
be ſame Methods and Management, that carried theſe Votes in the Committee, did. 
nes iſe prevailin the Houſe, where they were-pals'd by a large Majority: But the Houſe 
was ſo fat from being Numerous, that I dare venture to affirm it did not cenſiſt of Thir- 
u ty, andhow ut weight this Number can give to the Authority of that Paper, may 
de judged, when you know'that the full Number makes about one Hundred-and Fifty 8 
| td the Majority of thoſe few who Voted, maſt be owned to be ſomewhat more than 
Welk-wiſhers to the Majority of the Lower Houſe here: Nay, it was moved by ſome 
| to give Thanks to the two Members for the good Services done the Lower Houſe oy 
thatRepreſentation;ʒ but to do Juſticeto theGentleman who appeared, it was dropt at his 
own requeſt. And when the Houſe was put in mind ot the Incongruity of thoſe words,. 
that they had acted in their Private Capacity, whereas it was certain they had both ap- 
peared and afted and ſigned in their Convocation Capacity, which is the only Publick Ca- 
pacity 5 ha ve, yet it was in vain to think of getting thoſe inconſiſtent words razed 
or altered. . | 
This is a faithful Account of the whole matter of the Complaint, which I dare Ap- 
to any unbiaſſed PErſon, that had it been brought againſt any Member of either 
onſe of Parliament, in their own Houſe; na y, had it been made even in the Houſe 
where it was made againſt any particular Member going to do the ſame Service to the 
Upper Houſe here, whether he had not ſuffered the ſevereſt Cenſure they could lay up- 
on him. : 
. I cannot omit informing you, that at was er to both the Houſe and to the 
Committee, that this Action of the two Members, it not Cenſured, would infallibly 
draw in the Convocation of/reland into the Diſpute here, which ter many Reaſons they 
- ought to avoid, but it was to no purpoſe to urge any thing againſt an AR ſo Merito- 
rious. *'Tis now pretty plain, whether that was not their main Deſign in what they 
id. of 
| 2 however Proſperous they were in the Lower Houſe, I dare affirm to-you that 
their good Succeſs was not at all pleaſing to moſt of the Upper Houſe, who fore ſaw 
by this Conſequence ; and once ſeemed reſolved to hear the whole matter in their Lord- 
& ſhips Houſe, had it not been too near the End of the Seſſion. Several of my Lords the 
Bi have expreſſed great Indignation, that the Lower Houſe ſhould ſo eaſily paſs 
by, nay, and ſeem to approve one of the moft inconſiderate raſh Attempts, not only a- 
inſt the Rights of their own Houſe, but againſt. the whole Convocation, that ever 
— made. And their Lordſhips may yet find a time to reſent it, and to endeavour ta 
heal the Breach it has made of the Rights of their Houſe; for they will find on thei 
own Books fo little Countenance to ſuch a Practice, that when the Lower Houſe of 
1661. had a Mind to ſend an Agent into Enyland for ſome Affairs of the Church; they 
firſt ask d leave of their Lordſhips to ſend, and then pray their Approbation of the Per; 
ſon. How far this Inftance will juſtiſie theſe two Gentlemen, will need very little Ap- 
plication to ſhew. I beg Pardon for the unexpected Length of this Paper, and aw 
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LETTER, Sc. 


H E Account of the Proceedings of the Lower- . 


Houſe of Convocation in Ireland, which Arch- 
Deacon Percivale and Mr. Higgins gave to the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation in England, in 
the Year 1705, has it ſeems given' great Of- 
fence to many Members of that Houſe, and to two or three 
of this here. That Truth ſhould»be offenſive to thoſe againſt 


f 


whom it makes, is a thing not to be wondred at: But that 


any of that Body which is Clear'd and Vindicated by it, 


ſhould be Offended at it, is, I confeſs, what the Two Members. . 
never expected, and muſt be owing to ſome very particular 


Reaſons. | | 
Had any thing been deliver'd in that Aceount, which ei- 


ther Reflected upon the Honour of the Conyocation, or which 


is not ſtrictly true, there would then be ſome Reaſon for Re- 
fentment ; but if nothing of this is to be found in the Ac- 
count, but all of it in the Letter, which is brought to con- 
fate it, then it is to be hoped that thoſe Animoſities which 


the Let ter-Mriter intends to raiſe againſt the Two Members, 


will all fall upon himſelf. 

In order to give the Reader a Full and Impartial State of 
this Affair, it will be proper to begin at the firſt occaſion of 
it; the Triffling Account which the Letter -Mriter has given, 
makes this neceſſary. 


It is well known what Diſputes there have been of late years 
in the Lower Houſe of Convocation in England, concerning 


certain Uſages and Privileges which one part of the Houſe 


claims, and which the other as obſtinately oppoſes. Many 


Arguments have been urged on both ſides, to make good their: 
B 


Preten- 
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F 
Pretentions, and amongſt others, the Practice of the Lower 
Houſe of Convecation in Freland. It was faid on one ſide, 
that we in Freland enjoy'd theſe Uſages, but it was contra- 
iQed by the other ſide ; ſo that ſome of the Members thought 
to write into Feland to know the Truth of it. Arch- 
Deacon Percivale amongſt others was writ to upon this occa- 
ſion, who return'd in Anſwer, a true Account of the matter 
of Fact, as it really . This I underftand was urg'd in the 
Lower Houſe in England, and the Arch-Deacon's Name was 
mentioned, notwithſtanding which it was ſtill denied, and a 
contrary Account was pretended to have been given by others, 


who had the opportunity of being as perſectly well Informed in the 


Affairs of the Convocation of Ireland, as the Arch-Deacon. 


Tho' I never heard that they who alledged this, thought fit 


to name their Correſpondents, as the other fide had openly 
and ingenuouſly done. | 

In the Year 1705, the Arch-Deacoa was called into Erg-. 
land by ſome private Aflairs that he had there; and when he 
was at London, he was Appeal'd to again in Perſon, for the 
Trath of what he had Written. He was told moreover, that it- 
had been Reported, That We were ſo far from being in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of theſe Rights and Uſages, that the Two Houſes were 
at the greateſt Variance imaginable about them. This Account 
the Arch-Deacon aſſured them was as Falſeas it was Scanda» 
lous, and could be given by none but who had as little re- 
gard to Truth and Juſtice, as to the Honour and Reputation. 
of the Two Houſes. Mr. Higgins being then at London, and 
known to be a Member of our Convocation, was Appealed to 
likewiſe, who could not but give the ſame Account of Things. 
And ſince no regard was had to any Account ſent by Letter 
from Ireland, Nor was there any other way to be ſatisfied of 
Facts, upon which the ſtreſs of their Diſpute ſeem'd then to turn, 
The Lower Houſe thought fit to invite and deſire · theſe Two 
Members of Ireland, to come into the Houſe, and there, be- 
fore Them all, to give a. Relation of ſuch Things as were 
then neceſſary to be known, in order to compoſe their Diſ- 
putes. ; | 
A Meſſage came to them accordingly; and in this Caſe. 
what could the. Two Members do? A great Body of Men are 
divided conceruing Things, which theſt Gentlemen are well 
able to Reſolve, and ſhall they let them til} continue in their 


Doubts, when they are called upon, ad Appeal'd to, and 
25 Deſired. 
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-Defired to Decide them? Can any One ſee two private Meh 


differ about a Fact which he is able to Reſolve, and not be 
willing to Reconcile em? Does not Charity and Jultice, 
and the regard that every Man owes: to Peace, oblige 
him to it? And, does not the ſame Principles oblige him 
much more ſtrongly, when the Diſpute is not between two. 
private Men, but between Members of a great Body, and 


| thoſe too Clergymen, and the Repreſentatives of the Natien- 


al Church? Befides, theſe Motives (which I apprehend to be 
ſtrong enongh to oblige any good Man) was not the Credit 
and Reputation of the riſh Convocation called in Queſtion ? 
Were not the Two Houſes here repreſented to be broken 
into Diviſions and Parties about theſe Uſages? And ought 
they to neglect ſo fair an Opportunity, of doing the whole 
Convocation of Ireland Juſtice, and of waſhing off thoſe Blemi- 
ſhes which ſuch as the Lerrer-Writer had thrown upon them? 
Had they declin'd anſwering this Requeſt of theirBrethren in - 
England, would it not have been concluded on all hands, that 
the reports of the Brangles and Quarrels between our TW ——ũm 
Houſes were true; and that they therefore declined giving an 
Account of their Affairs, becauſe none but a very ignomini- 
ous One could be given? And, would it not have been 
ſaid of the Arch-Deacon in particular, that what he had be- 
fore aſſerted by Letter, ought to be preſumed to be Falſe, ſince 
he would not dare to own it in Perſon, being fairly called-upon 
to do it ? The Two Members were well aware, that it they gave 


their Teſtimony, they ſhould Subject themſelves to the Hatred 


and Malice of thoſe againſt whom it would make; but the 

thought that Honeſt Men ought not to be Influenced by ſuc 

a ſordid Morize as that: For if the fear of Offending either 
Party muſt prevail, there is an end of all Truth; and no 
Man ought to give Teſtimony in any Caſe. They knew more- 
over, how implacably they ſhould incenſe thoſe of their own 
Body, who had given a different Account of Things; and who 
would therefore think the Lie to be given them by this, and 
would no doubt reſent. it accordingly. And theſe Conſequences 
the Two Mtmbers feel very ſenſibly; for they find what a Cla- 
mour is raiſed againſt them by certain Perſons from England; 
And they well remember, how earneſtly they were Impeach- 


ed in Comvecation, by One or Two Members, ſuch as the Letter 
Writer, here at Home. 


B 2 Had 


=P» 70. 
any ſhare of the Diſputes between the Two Houſes there. This is 


rences from the Facts which they related; Had they told the 


r 5 
Kad the Two Members taken upon them, to make lufer- 
Lower Houſe of England, that they ought to conform to theſe 


Precedents of Ireland, they would then have deſerved to have 
been took'd upon as Forward and Preſuming : But when they 


related nothing but bare Matter of Fact, and that too which 


(as the Party exaſperated by it alledges) makes nothin 
againſt them, what occaſion is there for all this Noiſe 
and Clamour about it? Their Advocate the Lerrer-Writer, 


takes ſome pains to prove that the Proceedings of /reland are 


abſurdly and improperly urged to ſupport the like Proceedings 
in England. Be it ſe, what is that to the Two Members ? 
they meddle not with the Controverſie, but give an Account 
only of Facts tranſacted in the Houſe, of whic they are Mem- 
bers: For the Truth of which they ſtand Reſponſible, and 
for nothing elſe. | 

But the Letter-Mriter ſays, That moſt of the Facts are repre ſen- 
ted to ſerve One ſide; and that the Two Members, being as d ſe- 
veral Queſtions, were pleaſed to Reſolve them agreeably to the ſenſe 


"of the Majority of the Houſe: And whoſe Fault is that ? The 


Two Members appeared in the Houſe (without being Placed 
in a Chair, the One on the Right, and the Other on the Left 
Hand of the Prolocutor, as ſome Body has impoſed upon the 
Letter-Writer in telling him ſo) and were ready to anſwer any 
Queſtion that ſhould be put to them : To as many as were put, 
they gave a true Anſwer: And if Truth ſerved One ſide on- 
ly, and was agreeable to the Senſe of the Majority of the Houſe, 
who can help it ? | | 
But there were four Biſhops af Feland then in Town, and 
not One of them either Conſulted or Acquainted with the Deſion 
of theſe Two Gentlemen, to bring the Convoc at ion of Ireland into 


the Letter-Mriters firſt previous Remark; to which I Anſwer. 
The Deſign of theſe Two Gentlemen was, to give a true 
Account of the Affairs of ireland, and by ſo doing, to vindicate 
the Convocation from thoſe vile aſperſions that had been thrown 
upon it., by the Falſe and Scandalous Accounts, which ſuch as 
the Lerrer-Writer had given of it. And what need was there 
to conſult the Biſhops of Ireland upon this occaſion. Had the 
Two Members tranſacted any thing in the Name, or as by the 
Authority of their Lordſhips, there would then be ſomething of 


Objection in his Remark, but nothing of this pretended to be | 
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ing, That*their Lordſhips may yet find a time to Re ſent it. 
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; But demand of the Letter-Writer, did he either Conſult or 


Acquaint the Biſhops of Ireland, with his Deſign of Publiſhing 
to the World that Account of Afﬀairs which he gives in this 


Letter. I believe, he will not pretend that he did; and 


if ſo, will not the Objection be ſtronger againſt him, who, 
without Conſulting or Acquainting their Lordſhips, has given 
a Falſe and Ignominious Account of Convocation Affairs: Than 
it will againſt the Two Members, who have given a True and 
Honourable Account of them ? 

His other previous Remark is, That theſe Two Undertaking 
Gentlemen had never asked the Leave, or ſollicited for the Conſent 
of their own Houſe, or any Member of it, or deſired the Advice or 
Opinion of any One of their own Body, before they made this Re- 
preſentation, ſo that it has no other Support, nor can lay Claim to 
any other Authority, but what the Zeal and Forwardneſs of theſe 
Two Gentlemen gives it. To which 1 anſwer, That true it is, 
they never ask'd Leave, nor ſollicited for the Conſent of their 
own Houſe, before they made the Repreſentation. Had they 
made it in the Name of the Houſe, or as by their Authority, 


they had been Guilty of more than Forwardneſs in doing it. 


But nothing of this is pretended. : 

But now let me ask the Lerrer-Writer, as before; Does not 
his Letter pretend to give a Repreſentation of Convocation Af- 
fairs; and did he ask the Leave, or ſollicite the Conſent of his 
own Houſe, before he Publiſhed it; and if he did not, with 
what Face can he Tax the Two Members with that, which 


® (if a Fault) he is equally Guilty of himſelf? 


But let us ſee what theſe Two Undertaking Gentlemen have 
Undertaken. They have Undertaken to give a Relation of 
Things which were Notorious in themſelves, and which were 
never intended to be made Secret, and which were thea ne- 
ceſſary to be told, in order to end a Diſpute which then di- 
vided their Brethren in England. A notable Reaſon indeed, 
why they ſhould be branded with the odious Character of Un- 
dertakers| But in thę mean time, What has the Lerrer-Writer 
done? Why, he has undertaken in as publick a manner, to 
give.an Account of theſe Affairs likewiſe (with what ſucceſs 
wil) appear anon) and he has alſo undertaken, in as plain 
words as he durſt, that the Upper Houſe ſhall reſent the 
Approbation which the Lower Houſe has given to the Pa- 
per of the Two Members: What elſe can he mean by ſay- 


It 


p. 70. 


5. 81. 
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11 is indeed induſtrioaſſy reported abroad, that their Lord- 


mips will reſent it: But I am apt to think, that this Rumour 


has uo other Support, nor can lay Claim to any other Authority, 
than what the Zeal and Forwarlmeſs of this Undertaking Gemle- 


man has given it. . 


| ip. 81. He tells us, That when the Lower Houſe of 1661, 1 ated 


to ſend an Agent into England, fer ſome Affairs of the Church; 
they firſt ask'd leave of their Lordſhips to ſend, and then pray their 
Approbation of the Perſon. No doubt, the Affairs of the Church 
ought to be Tranſacted by an Agent Inveſted with Publick Au- 
thority. But what is this to the Caſe of the Twea Members ? Did 
they take upon themſelves to be Agents for the Affairs of the 
Church? An Agent ought to have his Power from thoſe 
that Employ him, whether they be thoſe of the Lower or 
Upper Houſe, or both; but can't a Member give an Ac- 
count of Notorious Matters of Fact, to whom he pleaſes, as 
the Two Members have done, without having a Commilli- 
on ſo to do? The Convecation would be in a ſad condition, 
if any nameleſs Member may at his pleaſure under Covert 
be permitted to Aſperſe it, and no other Members, without 
a particular Commiſſion, be permitted to do it Juſtice, even 
when they put their Names to their Relation, and Appeal 


to thoſe who are proper Judges for the Truth of it. 


But the Letter-Mriter ſeems willing to join Iſſue with the 
Two Members, as to the Truth of their Relation, let us ſee 


-with what Succeſs. 


He begins with the firſt Paragraph relating to the Premu- 


nientes Clauſe, part of which he allows to be true, but the o- 
ther part he ſays, is the moſt inſincere Partial Account that can 


be given, for that they only ſay, that the Clergy deferr'd chu- 
ling a Prolocutor, and proceeding to Buſineſs, as if they thought 
that they had full Power to do both (if they pleaſed) before the Pro- 
vincial Writ came. This he can't deny to be true; but upon 
the word deferr'd, I ſuppoſe, itis that he makes his Comment, 
and would have it believed, that the Tho Members inſinuate, 
that the Clergy thought they had full Power te Elect a Prolo- 
cutor, and to proceed to buſineſs, before the Provincial Writ 
came; how the word implies ſo much, I can't imagine; I think 
it implies quite the contrary; for can any one ſuppoſe that the 
Clergy would have deferr'd chuſing a Prolocutor, &c. if they 
thought they had full Power to do it before the reception of 


the Provincial Writ. 1 queſtion not, but that as in all Points 
that 
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he tells us, that the Provincial Writ wat not Executed, and 
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that are not evidently clear, ſo in this there was difſerent- 


Opinions amongſt the Elected Clergy ; ſome thought they 


might proceed, and others, and that much the Major 17 


that they might not. What Opinion the Lerter- Mriter was 
then, I won't Examine ; but its plain from his own Words, 


that he is now of Opinion, that the Clergy not only might, 


but Actually did proceed without the Provincial Wrie. For 


that He can't comprehend what difference there is between no Writ 
and a Writ not Executed The Provincial. Writ therefore, ac- 
cording to this Gentleman, was no Writ, and conſequent- 


7. 72 


ly the Clergy did proceed without the Provinctal Writ, and 


by Virtue of the Præmunientes only | 

This I think the Letter Writer aſſerts, if he aſſerts any thing, 
very much againſt the mind of the Two Members, whom he 
charges with Infncerity and Partiality, (two hard Words!) for 
they both think and intend to be underſtood, that the Clergy 
alſo thought that they could neither chuſe a Prolecmtor, nor 
rx to Buſineſs without the Reception of the Provincial 


rit ; That being neceſſary to Conſtitute them a Synodical, as 


the Premunientes Conſtitutes them a Parliamentary Body 

What he ſays of the Members agreeing to mix themſelves in 
the Meetings of the Dublin Clergy, to prevent any Umbrage or 
Offence that might be taken at ſuch a Concourſe of the Clergy, is 
neither true, nor to the Purpoſe. It is not true, becauſe they 
never intermix't themſelves with them, nor were any of 


9 the Dublin Clergy, not elected, preſent at their Meetings, 


otherwiſe than out of Curioſity ; (as atterwards they were 


ver preſumed to intermeddle in them: Nor can I ſee what 


occafion there could be for ſuch a Body of Men to ſculk and 
= hide themſelves (as this Man repreſents them to do) when 


they were about their proper Buſineſs, and doing that 
which both Reaſon and their Superiours adviſed them to. The 
Clergy of Ireland wouſl be in a Lamentable condition, if by 
ſo doing, they could be ſuppoſed ro give Vmbrage or Offence: 
All the World knew why they were Aſſembled, and what was 
the occaſion of their Concourſe; and that it was in Obedience 
to the Queen's Writ, directed to the Biſhops, and Command- 
ing them to Summon. their Clergy to Convocation. I can't 
therefore ſee to what purpoſe it 1s, that he repreſents the 
Clergy in ſuch a Deſpicable Condition, unleſs he would have it 

thought 
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1 admitted into the Houſe) to hear the Debates, but the y ne- 
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thought that the Clergy is a dangerous Body of Men, or at. 
leaſt, which is much the ſame, that the Laity thinks them ſo, 
A Notion fitter for a Tyndal, or a Toland, than for One who 
profeſſes himſelf to be a Son of the Church. By ſuch a groſs Inſi- 
nuation, I can't tell whether he. injures the Clergy or the Lai- 
ty moſt. For as the Clergy of the Church of Ireland, never yet, 
either by their Principles, or their Practices, gaveoccaſion of Jea- 


louſy to the Laity: So!] muſt do the Laity ſo much Juſtice, as 


P. 72. 


to ſay, that there are no where Men who have generally, 
a greater Value and Reſpect for the Clergy, than they. 

What follows the firſt Paragraph is, he ſays, truly Stated, 
till we come to that which begins thus, The Return of all 
„Members were made to the ſeveral Arch-Biſhops and a Liſt of 
« the Members of the Lower Houſe, was Tranſmitted to the Lower 
« Houſe from. the _ By his ſaying, the others were eruly 
Stated till we come to this, he would have the Reader think, that, 
this is not truly Stated, and yet-he does not pretend to prove 
it; all that he ſays, is, that being a little Intricate and Perplext, 
it will need an Explanation ;, and it ſeems they contriv' d to cover 
a wrong Step, in which perhaps both Houſes were over-ſeen. He is 
very free with both Houſes! as for the Two Members, they, 
declare, that they contriv'd to cover nothing, nor to do 
any thing more, than to give a true Narrative of a Matter. 
of Fatt ;, which they think they have done without iztr:icacy or. 
Perplexity: And if the Two Houſes made a wrong Step, or were 
Over-ſeen, as he very aſſumingly takes upon him to declare; 
they are, I am certain, able to Anſwer for themſelves, and 
do not want the Aſſiſtance of ſo mean an Advocate as Me. But. 


. were it true, it would havs been but good Manners in the. 


Letter-Writer, and a piece of reſpect due from every Member, 
to have paſſed it by in ſilence, and not to have been the Di- 
vulger and Trumpeter of it to the World, at a time when 
People are but too apt to magnifie the wrong Steps and Over-. | 
fights of the Clergy. 

But a true State of the Matter of Nat will be a ſufficient. | 
Vindication of the Two Houſes, and will plainly ſhew, that, 
it there was a vrong Step, it ought. to be laid ſomewhery: | 
elſe, than at their Door. It is well known, that the Two 
Writs ought regularly to Iſſue together; and had they done | 
ſo, there would then have been no room for theſe Imputations, 
which the Zerrer-Writer throws ſo liberally upon the Two | 
Houſes. Proctors had then been Ble&ed upon both Writs, and, | 
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on the Premunientes only. But as Matters then ſtood 


 (thro”. the Fault of thoſe who neglected to Iſſue the Provin- 


I believe the Letter-Writer himſelf will not ſay, but that tlie 
very ſame would then. have been Elected, as were Elected up- 


t, cial Writ together with the Prenunientes) how poſſibly could 
a- the Two Houſes proceed more Wiſely, or more Regularly 
as than they did? They took it pre conceſſo, that thoſe who 
y, were Elected by the Premunientes, were inveſted to all intents 
and purpoſes, by their Conſtituents, with as full Power to 
d, act in Convocation, as thoſe who were Elected in that of 
all 1661, or in any other Convocation. -Ahd I ask the Letter-Wri- - 
of ter, whether or no he himſelf does not think, that every in- 
per IF dividual Elector intended as much. And therefore as ſoon as 
uly the Provincial Writ came over, every Proctor ought to be pre- 
at, ſumed to be Virtually and Tacitly Elected by Virtue of that 


Writ alſo, as he had been before Actually by Virtue of the 
xt, Præmunientes. If not, why was there no Complaint made of 
ver, Wit? Did any One Clergy-man in the whole Kingdom ever 
> is. Remonſtrate or Complain, that He was not Fully and Regu- 
ney. larly Repreſented in Convocation? Or was there any One Pe- 
do Wtition Complaining of an undue Return made of any Member 
trer. Wto ſerve in Convocation? The Letter-Writer well knows, that 
y or. the Lower Houſe very early appointed a Committee of Ele- 
ctions, and came to a Reſolution, That whoſoever had any 
thing to Object againſt any Election, ſhould be heard before 
d them. And therefore, ſince no One Man ever Complain'd, 
or made the leaſt Objection, ought. it not to be preſum'd that 
every Elector conferr'd, whatever*Powers he had a Right to 
confer by Virtue of the Provincial Writ, upon thoſe whom he 
had before Elected by Virtue of the Premunientes. 
= Having thus ſhot his Bolt againſt the Houſes, he returns 
to the Account of Chooſing the Prolocutor in the manner men- 
tioned in the Paper, which he allows to be Truly Repreſented ; 


cient. if ſo, all is well. But he ſays, That it ig not an allowed Right of 
that, the Lower Houſe to proceed in that manner, as will be evident from 
cher: hat paſſed in the Houſe upon chooſing 4 Viee- Prolocutor. Whe- 
Two ther it be an allow'd Right or no, the Two Members are not 


concern'd; they do not take upon them to determine concern- 
ing Rights, but relate Matters of Fact only, But ſince the 
Two etter-Hriter takes ſo much pains to prove it to be no Right, 
s and, Wwe will Examine what he ſaßs upon the point. He uſes Two 
Arguments to prove it; one is the Upper Houſe Book of the 

a C Convoc ation 


7. 73. 
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þ ( IO ) ' 
|. Convocation of 1661, which he ſays, 4 eme, that the 
Aethod ſed, by the preſent Lower: Houſe in chooſing a Prolocu- 
tor, was quite, 4 rene in ſeveral: Circumſtances, from that 
which they made uſe of at that time ʒ but. what theſe Circum- 
ſtances were, in which he ſays that Method was quite diffe- 
rent, he does not tell us, and therefore, I hope, he wilſ excuſe me 
if I don't give him my Thoughts upon it. His other Argu- 
ment is from what paſſed in the Lower Houſe upon the choo- 
ſing a Vice - Prolocutor; the Prolocutor is N 
| Houſe. with it, and deſires a Subſtitute to Act for him; 
| the Houſe Compliments him with the Nomination; he 
| 


Names the Dean of St. Patrick's; and the Houſe complies 
Ae choice: The Prolacutor acquaints the Biſhops with it 
and deſires their Approbation, and returns to the Houſe, as 

[1 uſual, to wait for-their Lordſhips Anſwer: The Biſhops ſend 

} for him again, and tell him, That they were pleaſed to excuſe him 

| y + attending upon tha account of. his Sickneſs, and that they gave 
the Lower Houſe leave to proceed to the Election of a Vice-Prolocutor; 
the Lower Houſe took the hint, that they ought not to have 
proceeded to an Blection, before they had been Directed by 
their Lordſhips ſo to do. Upon which they proceeded anew, 
and:Elected the ſame Perſon again, who was then preſented 
to the Upper Houſe, and was Approved of by-their Lordſhips. 
This being the Matter of Fact, I do not ſee how it differs in 
any ohe Inſtance, from the Method which the Two Members 
Report the, Houſe took, when they choſe the Prolocutor; Had 
they made their Election (as inadvertently they did, before 
the Upper Houſe ſet them right) without being firſt directed 

. by the Biſhops, they had then indeed taken a Step in chooſing 
the Vice- Prolocutor, different from what they took when they 

choſe the Prolocutor ; but as they proceeded, after the Upper 

Houſe had minded them of their Miſtake, they proceeded ex- 

actly accordingly to the manner that they did when they choſe 

the Prolocutor. How therefore it i evident from what paſſed 
in the Lower Houſe upon chooſing a Vice-Prolocutor, that the Me- 
thod taken in chooſe the Prolocutor was not an allowed Right, When 
it was exactly the lame. ?- Or, why does the Letter Writer ſay, 
p. 74. That this Inſt ance ſhews undeniably, how far. the Lords do allow of 
what the Lower Houſe did in the manner of chooſing a Prolocutor, 
and what weight there is in that part of the Repreſentation. 
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What he means by theſe Expreſſions, 1 can't imagine; 
had the manner of chooſing the Prolocnuter been Diſallow ed by 
their Lordſhips as not right, yet ſtill if the Matter of Fatt — 
True, if the Proceedings were in that manner as the A 
Members repreſent them to be, there would ſtill, be weist 
in that part of the Repreſentation, ſince it pretends to no- 
thing, but to repreſent Facts, as they really were. But the 
Letter Writer (againſt his will 1 believe) has proved. it to 
be an Alem d Right, to proceed in the manner that we did in 
chooſing the Prolocutor,, For he makes the Method that Was 
taken in chooſing the Yice-Prolocutor, to be the Rule and Stan- 
dard of what is the Alow'd Right in that matter. And 1 Ap- 
peal to the Reader, whether it be not exactly the ſame, as the. 
o Members repreſent to have taken in the Election of the 
Prolocut or. ee OC TRY if DS, 
But in this Account that the Letter-Writer gives of the E= 
lection of the Vice-Prolocuter, I. mult obſerye theſe two: 
Things. Firſt, he tells us, that the Prelecutor having acquain-, 
ted the Upper-Houſe with the Choice that the Lower-Houſe.. 
had made, went ſtraight to his Coach, and left the Houſe Sitting p. 73: 
ith the Vice- Prolocutor in the Chair. I do, not doubt his god 
Will to Divulge any wrong Step, or ,Over-ſig li that he can ob», 
ſerve in either Houſe; but 1 beg. he would not make wreng 
Steps, where there are none. I Appeal to all the Members pre- 
ſent, whether the Pralocutor did not return to the Houſe 


4 


nd waited for the Biſhops Anſwer, and ſtay'd amongſt us, till 


he Vice-Prolocutor was choſen again by Direction of the Bi- 

ops; and had their Choice actually Confirmed by them: 

Then indeed, he left us. The Second Thing 1. muſt Obſerve... 

is, that he repreſents the Biſhops in a very different Temper 
rom what they really were, The Account he gives, is, that 2 8 

Lords ſent for the Lower-Houſe, and told them, that they had Ack- P. 73: 

d too forwardly, in pretending #0 chooſe a Vice-Prolocutor, with % 

ut firſt acting leave of them to proceed, to that lp ion; That their, 
rdjhips 2 diſallowed the Election, an d approve none, 

or hold any Correſpondence with them, till they Prayed the Liave 

e Upper-Houſe to elect, and when they had ; done, then to 

Freſent him te the Lords for their Approbation. Now I never. 

eard one Word of this threatening Way, which the Biſhops 

re repreſented to have taken: Nor did 1 ever hear, that. 

ny Biſhop thought the Lower-Houſe, in the leaſt. to have de- 

erved it. The Lower Houſe Acted inadvertently; the Bi- 

C2 | ſhops 


= . "+ 


| | 0 12 9 8 

ſhops ſhew'd them their-Miſtake, in the ame tender Manner 
that they always uſed them, without ſo much as telling them,. 
that they were Miſtaken, But they gave a hint, which eve- 
ry Member of the Lower Houſe took, and Atted according 
to it, without the leaſt Debate or Heſitation: And yet as the 
Biſhops are here repreſented to be very much incens d; ſo he. 
would have it thought, that very many of the Lower-Houſe 
were diſguſted at th 


ie Proceedings of their Lordſhips: For 
9. 73- elſe, what means this Expreſſion and Inſinuation; However diſ-, 

pleaſing this mas to ſome of the Houſe. No occaſion is omit- 

ted torepreſent the Two Houſes at Variance, in the moſt, ig- 

nominious and diſgraceful manner. 3 ; 

The next Point he mentions is, that of the Lower-Houſe 

| appointing Committees. And he confirms what the Two Mem- 
9p. 74+ bers had repreſented concerning them; but he ſays, that he never 
; | heard that the Lower Houſe pretended to do this by any Precedents 
of the ir own ; but they took them, either from the Practice of the 
Houſe of Commons, or from the Claim of the Lower Houſe then 
Sitting in England, or from the Speculative Arguments dramn 
from the Nature of a Separate Houſe. Now the Two Members, 
having reported nothing but Fat}, are not concerned at all to 
enter into a Debate concerning the. Grounds and Motives of, 
thoſe Fa#s: But I muſt Obſerve here, that the Author would 
fain intimate, what he does frequently in this Letter, that the 
Houſe was Sway'd in their Proceedings in this Point, as well 
as others, by the Claim of the Lower Houſe, then Sitting in 
England, notwithſtanding, they had (as he ſays) ſuch conſtant 
Recourſe to the Sedus Auglicana. 

But how does this Gentleman know, that the Lower Houſe 
took them (by them, I ſuppoſe, he means the Right of Appoin- 
ting their own Committees) from the Prattice of the Hofe 
of Commons, &c. Did they ever Declare upon what they 
Founded this Claim? or was there any occaſion for their De- 
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jd claring? Did they ever meet with any Diſturbance in this 
15 Claim? or did any one Member of either Houſe ever ſignify 
= that the Houſe had not a Right to it? No, nothfag of this 
is pretended. Had there been any occaſion for it, he would 


| | have found, that the Houſe would have juſtified it by Prece- 
0 dents of their own: And would moreaver, have brought all 
| f thoſe other Arguments he mentions, and many more, to ſhew 
1 the Equity and Reaſonableneſs of thoſe: Precedents. 43 

In the three following Paragraphs he tells us, there are ſomethings _ | 
p. 74. not ſo fairly Stated as they ought to be, fer the Paper ng + | 
| em- 


* FE * 
15 
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Members Contumaciouſly abſent, wha neglected to Apte ar upon a 
m, 3 from the 22 Houſe; and what then? Why all that 


'C- WR ver the Lower Houſe pretended to in that Matter wat to accuſe of 
NS Bi Contumacy in the Upper- Houſe, and no Man was ever Declared 
he or Pronounc'd Contumacious in the Lower Houſe. I hope he will 
he. allow, that the Lower Houſe Declated and Pronounc'd them 
ſe . Contumacious, as much as the Paper does; For that the Houſe 
or onounc'd them ſo, as far as they had Power to do it, is plain 
i/-. Kon this Meſſage which the Prolocutor deliver'd to their Lord- - 
it⸗ i ſhips from the Lower Houſe, together with a Liſt of no leſs 
8- than 17 abſent Members. I have tranſcribed it from the Pa- 


; pers of the Upper Houſe. I am Commanded by the Lower- Houſe 
iſe of Convocation, td lay this Lift of abſent Members before your 
m- Bo Lordſhips, who in the Opinion of this Houſe are Contumacious, and 
er. they humbly pray your Lordſhips Concurrence in paſſing a Synodical | 
"ts I Cenſure upon then. accordingly. - 
the . The Account that the Two Members gave concerning 
Leave to be abſent is confirmed by the Lerrtr-Writer, . only p. 74. 
ys he ſays, That he is pretty well aſſured, that there appears upon I 
rs, the preſent Upper Houſe Books leave of Abſence given to ſeveral _ 


to Members of the Lower Houſe, who never ſo much as acquainted ; 
of their own Houſe with it before hand. If fo, I am pretty well af- 
1d BE ſured, that ſuch Members, in the Opinion of the Lower-Houſe, | * 
he IF acted irregularly : But be that as it will, the Two Members are | 
ell not poſitive as to that Fact, they are careful] to aſſert nothing 
in beyond their knowledge, their Words are, no Application (that 
nt we know of) has been made to the Biſhops for their Leave, till 
that of the Lower Houſe was firſt Obtain'd : *Tis true, that they 
uſe knew of no ſuch Application, nor do they yet; for the Letter- 
n- Writer has not told them of any Particulars. 
ife | The Paragraph beginning thus, In caſe of a Vacancy (he owns) p- 793. 
ey . 8 repreſents that Affair juftly enough, but he knows not to what pur- 
e- WT poſe. I cannot. tell to what purpoſe it is, that he thinks a- 
iis ny thing repreſented: fairly. I can tell him, that it anſwers, 
ity the purpoſe of the Two Members directly, which was to give a 
nis true Information of that Matter of Fact to their Brethren in 
Id England, who deſired it of them. 
Ut 0 As to the holding intermediate Seſſions, he agrees intirely with 


„the Imo Members, and ſays, There can be no doubt but they held them, 7.78 
+ and leot'd upon them as Regular as the Concurrent Seſſions ;, but by 
ws | what Precedent, or upon what Authority, he cannot tell. Neither 
oſe do the Two Members tell; for their Paper undertakes to tell 
; Jews nothing 
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nokhing but Mater Fan, without entriog into an Examina- 
tion of the Precedents or Authorities, upon which they are 
- Grounded. 


pet ent Authority, I can't tell; it was certainly made by the ſame 


can as little tell, what he means by a long time, when he ſays, 
it was Tranſatted | | 
that the Two Members aſſert, is, that it was before the calling of 


the Letter-Writer is pleaſed to call that a long or a ſhort time, 
the Two Members are not concerned, nor is it much to the 
| purpoſe. That it was only the Opinion of a few Biſbops, is more 


the Opinion of as many as were then at Dublin, and Signed 
this Anſwer to my Lord Nottingham's Letter, and 174 is all 
the Two Members are concetn'd for at preſent but if 1 | 
the Opinion only of a few Biſhops, why may not thoſe few, 
' paſs without a Slur ? And why mult they be publickly tax'd 
with Ignorance in Convocation Affairs; and the World told in 


' Convocation Rights. Can it be thought, tbat thoſe excellent 


' whichthey had reaſon to think would one time or other be made 


that they would give ſuch a ſolemn Anſwer under their hands, 


pute the charge of it to his own Arrogance and Preſump- 
tion. OY But 8 


P 


* 
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That which is alledged of an Anſwer given to ſome Que- 
ries propoſed by the Earl of Note in ham, is, he thinks, Ar- 
tificially manag d; w hereas Fcan't ſee what Art can be ſuſpected 
in a bate Relation of a Notorious Matter of Fact: But, he ſays, 
it is manag'd as if that Anſwer had been made by a full and com- 
petent Authority ; yet you are to under ſtand, that this was Tranſ- 
acted a long time before the Convocation Sat, and was only the O- 
pinion of a few Biſhops, not too well acquainted at that time with 
Convocation Rights. © By this Inſinuatlon, one \ Cx think, that 
the Two Members had repreſented it to be done by 4 full and 
competent Authority, and that too, during the Sitting of the Con- 
vocation, and by all the Biſhops. What he means by a full and com- 


Authority, that the Two Members repreſent it to be made. I 


a long time before the Convocation Sat; All 


this Convocation; and it was a few Months before it, whether 


then he knows: However, I hope, he will allow that it was 


t was 


Print, That they were not too well acquainted at that time with 


Prelates would ever be induced to give ſuch a ſolemn Anſwer to 
a Queſtion ee to them by a great Miniſter of State, very 
e 


probably by the Queen's expreſs Command, in a Matter 


publick, and thoroughly Canvaſſed; Can it be thought, I ſay, 


if they had not been very ſure of the Truth of it? I a i there- 
fore that the Reader will not, upon this Man's Word, ſuſpect 
their Lordſhips of Ignorance in Convoc ation Affairs, but will im- 


we SAT © ES 


ur never yet by any publick Att of their Houſe, given or ſhewn 
their Approbation of them. What Publick Act or Apprdbation 
would this Man expect to be given, for a known Right never 


= Houſe in ſuth a Seſſion ? | 


the Biſhops declare to their Friends, that they intended no 


But he goes on, t the Upper-=Houſe Books take no Notice of theſe 
rn Sons which have been very frequent, ſo the Lords 


diſputed, but always enjoy'd by the Lower Houſe, and known 

6 be ſo enjoy'd by every Member of the Upper Houſe? Did 
their Lordſhips ever think us undutiful in holding theſe Seſſi- 
ons? Or did they ever refufe any Act or Paper palled the 


2 


Nay, when ſome of the Lower Houſe were apprehenſive by - 
reiſon of the variation in the form of the Adjournment from 
= the Convocation to this Convocation, that the Biſhops intended to 
conclude our Seſſions by theſe Adjournments ; did not many of 


ne luch thing by it? Nay, did not the Prolocutor on Friday, Febru- 


1 ary 4th, 1704. report to the Houſe, that my Lord Primate had 


55, ſent for him that Morning, and had told him that he was 
11 ſorry to hear there were any of the Lower | Houſe jealous . 


of of the Biſhops, as if their Lordſhips were incroaching up- 


r on the Rights of that Houſe; that there was no juſt Ground 
„ for ſich Suſpicions, for that neither he nor any of his Bre- 
© thren, had the leaſt thoughts of concluding the Lower Houſe 
e by their Adjournments; that the Term Convocation was 
5 therefore made uſe of, becauſe they had found it upon their 
d Books; and that they did not deſign to mean any more 
1 Mithan their Own Houſe by it. And this his Grace de- 
s ſired the Prolocutor to ſignifie to the Houſe, as from him; 
w which the Prolocutor accordingly did, and appeal'd to the 
d Reverend Dr. Tiſdale his Grace's Chaplain, and others (who 
n were by, when his Grace deliver'd it to him) who all At- 
% WMecſted the Truth of it. | 

ic l doubt not, but that their Lordſhips- took all poſſi- 
o Mible Care to be well Inform'd in this Point, as well as others, 
Jy. from thoſe Remains of Convocation, which are ſtill left in the 
r Kingdom; and from the Teſtimony of thoſe Living Witneſles 
le  Mvho were Members of the laſt Convocation, in the Year 1661. 
ſj, Two of which, viz. His Grace the Arch-Biſhop of Tuam and 
s, MBiſhop Sheridon are publickly Appeal'd to in a Treatiſe writ - 
2-, expresſly upon this Subject; and they both well remember, 
> that then the Lower Houſe always Adjourn'd it ſelf. 

* | 
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ürpoſe; particularly thoſe of 1661 z where the 


pper Houſe Adjournments always mention the 


* Synod or Convocation, as continued, and vet mean 
that Houſe alone where the Adjournment is de- 


clared. For the Truth of this Explicatibn, I 


humbly take leave to Appeal to the moſt Reye- 


rend His Grace my Lord Arch-Biſhop of Tuam, 


and to the Right Reverend Biſhop Ser idon, 


* who are, as far as Lcan hear, the Only Two ſur- 


viving Lower Houſe Members of the 12/? Synod 
which ſat in that Kingdom. And 1 have it 
from good Hands, that His Grace and His Lord 
ſhip do both punctually remember, that the 
Lower Houſe which ſat from 1661, to 1666, 
never look'd upon themſelyes as Included in, 
-or Diſmiſſed by the Adjournments made above ; 
but ſat and roſe at Diſcretion, as their own Bu- 
ſineſs required, wit Hout any the lcaſt Interpo- 
ſition from their Superiors. Tho' the Primate 
that then was ( 4 

"food the Rights of His See, as well, and was 


-as careful to maintain them, as any one that ever ſat in it. The Caſe of the 


Schedule Stated. P- 41. 


n 
© The 1riſþ Ads are moſt expreſs and full, to this 
not alludes to this paſſage 


the particulars of this Contro- 


Biſhop Brembell) under- 


The Letter Writer, I doubt 


quoted in the Margine, when 
(p. 68.) he ſays of his Grace 
the Lord Arch-Bp. of Tuam, 
That he muſt have been a very 
young Convocation; Man, at 
that time, and not pretending 
to have kept any Papers or Mi- 
nutes of the Houſe, whereof he 
was then ¶ Member, *tis not 
to be imaghned that his Grace 
will Tax his Memory w'th all 


verſy, ſince they then never 
came into Debate, and con- 
ſequently were not much re- 
garded. 


* 


This Gentleman can't help throwing his Dirt where- ever 
he goes. But the Honour and Goodneſs of this Excellent 
Prelate is ſo well known, that it can't ſuffer from ſuch a pal- 
try Pen as this. His Grace was then a young Man, and 
tis not to be imagin'd that he will Tax his Memory with all 
the particulars! But I hope he will allow, that what his 
Grace is pleaſed to Tax his Memory with, is beyond exception 
true: Otherwiſe I am ſure his Grace would not Tax his Me- 
mory with it; and I am ſatisfied that all that have the Honour 
to know his Grace, will be of the ſame Opinion with me, 
whatever this Man would inſinuate to the contrary. 

But what is the Controverſy all the particulars of which, *tis 
not to be imagin'd his Grace will Tax his Memory with? In this 
Convocation in Ireland we have had none, and he allows that the 
particulars of this Controverſy never came into Debate in 
That of 1661, he muſt therefore mean the Controverſy now 
on foot in England. All the particulars therefore of the preſent 
Controverſy in England, *tis not to be imagined that his Grace will 
Tax his Memory with, ſince they never came into Debate, and con- 
ſequentiy were not much — 4 in the Con voc ation that was held 
in Ireland i 1651. This he ſays, if he ſays any thing; and it 

is a wiſe Obſervation! But 
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But has his Grace Taxt his Memory with all the particulars of 
this Controverſy 2: No, I know of no particular but the ſingle 
Point of each Houſes Adjourning it ſelf, that his Grace is ſaid 
to have Taxt his Memory with. And ſure he will allow that 
his Grace may poſſibly remember ſuch a Remarkable Thing as 
that, with a great deal of certainty, tho he was then a young 
Man, and tho' it be ſuppoſed, that he kept not any Papers or 


= Minutes of the Houſe. 


His Grace's Teſtimony in this point will, I am confident, 


# | carry ſo much Weight and Authority with it, as not to want 


any Aſſiſtance to ſupport it; and yet it ſo happens, that it 
is Confirm'd and Corroborated by another Perſon who was 
alſo a Member of that Convocation, and whoſe Teſtimony in 
this Caſe is likewiſe beyond exception. 

But the Lerrer-Writer is pleaſed to over-look the Teſtimony 
of Bp. Sheriden, becauſe he is not now living in Ireland; for his 
Obſervation is, that there is not any Perſon now living in Ireland, 
nor has been ſince the firſt Meeting of the preſent Convocation there, 
who was Member of any former Convocation in Ireland, except his 
Grace the Lord Arch-biſhop of Tuam ; but if there is a Right 
Reverend Perſon now living in England, who was a Member of 
a former Convocation in Ireland, and who can Tax his Memory 
(tho* probably he was then a young Man, and kept not any Papers 
er Minutes of the Houſe, whereof he was then a Member) with this 
particular, that the Lower Houſe did then Adjourn it ſelf, 


ought not ſome regard to be had to his Teſtimony ? Had he 
| been living all this time in Ireland, I preſume the Letter-Mriter 


would have thought him worthy of his Notice ; he would at 


leaſt have condeſcended to have told the world that his Lordſhip 


could nor be imagin'd to Tax his Memory with all the particulars 
of this Controverſy. But certainly, ſince it is allow'd that he livꝰd 
in Ireland when the laſt Convocation ſat there, and was a Mem- 


ber of it, he muſt be allow'd to be a good Witneſs in this 
Caſe, tho' he now lives in England. I muſt tell the Lerter- 


Writer (whatever he may think of it) that removing from 


 Jreland to England will not make a Witneſs the worſe, any more 


than removing from England to Ireland will make him the bet- 


ter: So that it muſt be granted, that all the Members of the 
laſt Convocation that we know of (thoꝰ it muſt be confeſs'd,-that 


Ore of them is not nom living in Ireland) are full and poſitive 

that the Lower Houſe did then Adjourn it ſelf. 
If the Teſtimony of theſe two Witneſſes wants any Con- 
firmation, they have the Journals of the W 
| D that 


that very Convorutionof which they were Members to ſupport it. 
For there we find, that the Upper-Houſe was adjourned 
from Aupuſt 5th; 1662. to Auguſt 19th, and yet theLower- 
Houſe fat on the th of Augiſt; as appears by ſeven Propoſitions 
agreed upon by them, on the ſaid 75th of Auguſt, and preſen- 
ted by the Prolocutor to the Upper-Houfe on the 19th, and 
received by their Lord ſhips; ſo that tho' the LretersWyirer- 
would fain have it thought, that, the Lower-Houſe Books of 
the laſt Convection being loſt, the preſent Lower-Houſe has 
no light to Walk by; 4ndeſays, that the Upper Houſe Book 

„f 1661, can't give full light into the Afairs of the Lower 
Houſe : Yet by accident we find that it affords light enough 
to juſtify the Proceedings of the preſent Lower Houſe, againſt 
the vain Attempts and IWinuations of the Letter-Mriter. 

To put together what has been ſaid upon this Point; Here 

is a known undiſturbed Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of this Right, 
founded upon the Practice of the laſt Convocation ;, as appears 
by the Journals of the Upper-Houſe, and the Teſtimony of 
two ſurviving Members of the Lower Honſe : Confirm'd by thoſe 
Biſhops, who anſwer'd my Lord Nottingham's Letter before the 
Convocation ; and Ratified by the Authority of myLord Primate, 
the Preſident of the Convocation, ſince its Sitting. With what 
face therefore can the Letter-Writer ſay, That he is very 

" ſhare, that the warm Contendings of the Majority of the Lower 
Houſe in England, for thoſe intermediate Seſſions, was a Princi- 
pal Reaſon for the Lewer Clergy's inſiſting on them in Ireland? 
This is a groſs Reflection upon the Lower Clergy, as if they 
had nothing but Party and Prejudice in View. Why does he 
not ſay, that the ſame was 4 Principal Reaſen for the Biſhops 
Writing to my Lord Nottingham, as they did, before the Sit- 
ting of the Convocation ? and for my Lord Primates ſending 
them ſuch a Meſſage, as he did, ſince their Sitting? 


\ 


The Matter of Adjournments, as ſtrangly repreſented as he 
repreſents it to be, he does not pretend to prove to he other- 
wife than true. Let vs fee, whether the Additional accounts 
that he gives of it, and which he thinks wil! eaſily clear the 

whole Matter, are as true. He ſays that the firit four or five 
days of the Convocation's Sitting, the Actuary of the Oper Houſe 
read a Paper in the Lomer-Houſe, to this eſſect, That his Grate, 
the Preſident with the reſt of the Arck-Biſhops and Biſhopz-atd 
A4journ this Whole Convocation to /uch 2 Time and Place. The 
Lower Clergy were not well pleaſed with the Words (Whole Cong 

| cation). 
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cation) 4nd farms; forme of the Lordi did not agree ro the 


Word Preſident. To this IAnſwer, that the ſirſt four or five days 
of the Convocation®s Sitting, the Acbuaryof the Upper Houſe, reac 
no Paper at all in the ler Honſe, but deliver'd his Meſſage by 
word of Mouth. And the Lower Clergy were ſo far from be- 
ing diſpleaſed at the Words (Whole Convocation) that they ne- 
ver ſo much as beaud the Term made uſe of upon this oc- 
caſion; and for the Truth of this, I Appeal to the Members, 


and to the Minutes of the Houſe, where the ſeveral Forms 


of Adjournment are to to be met with. As for their Lord- 


ſhips not agreeing to the'Word Pre ſident, the Two /Members 


know nothing of it, nor do they pretend to give any Account 


of the Proceeding of the Upper-Houſe, much leſs of the pri- 


vate Debates in it. 
But he goes on; After that time, ( ſays he) the Form was quite 


Altered, and continues the ſame ever ſince that Alteration, in 


| theſe Words, viz. the Lords Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, of the Up- 


per Houſe of Convocation have commanded Me to intimate to You, 
that this Convocation is Adjourned, &c. and Signed by the Actu- 
ary of the Upper Houſe, read by him in the Lower, and ſo left up- 


on the Table; and I am confident, there has been no Variation from 


their Form ſince the firſt week of their Sitting: So that according to 
this Gentleman, there never was any other Form made uſe of 
than this, which is now uſed ; and that other with the Words 
Whole Convocation in it, which, I ſay, was never uſed. In this 
matter We difter widely; and we have no other way of be- 
ing Try'd, but by Appealing to thoſe Members, who can 


charge their Memories with this Affair, and to the Journal and 


Minutes of the Lower Houſe. Now if he will conſult the Jour- 
nal, he will find, that upon the 11th of Far. 1704. Seſſio 15. 
the Actuary of the Upper Houſe Intimated by word of Mouth, 
that the Upper Houſe had Adjourn'd Ie /elf to the 21ſt. 
On the'25th of the ſame Month, Seſſio 5*. he Intimated,that they 
had Adjourned the Convocation; and the 28th of the ſame Month, 
Seſſio5*. that they had Adjourned this Convocation ; but that ever 
he made uſe of this Term, the Whole Convocation, does not ap- 
pear. From the Dates, which I have here laid down, the Rea- 
der will fee, what little Reaſon the Letter Writer hasto be con- 
fident, that there has been no Vartation from their Form, ſince 
the firſt Week of their Sitting. 

The three next Paragraphs, he allows to be fairly repre- 
ſented ; only, as to the Third, it may be remember 'd, that on ſome 
occaſions, when ſome Members have been dented the liberty of Proteſt- 

D 2 | ing 
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ing, they have ſaid Public lly in the Lomer Houſe, that they would 
Proteſt inthe Upper. I never heard any ſuch thing preſumed to be 
ſaid in the Lower Houſe, before it was ſaid by Dr. Lambert, 
after the Refolntions, Ratifying and Confirming the Truth cf 
the Paper beſore us, had paſſed the Houſe : No doubt he had a 
Right to Proteſt againſt any Reſolution, if he had oſfered it 
regularly, at the time that the Reſolutian was made or if he 
had then Claimed his Right of Proteſting, and de ſired time, till 
the next Seſſion, to prepare his Reaſons againſt it. The Houſe 
never refuſed ſuch a Favcur as that; but the Dr. acquieſed 


at the time that theſe Reſolutions paſſed, had nothing to ob- 


jet againſt them, ſaw himſelf baffled and confounded; till ſe» 
yeral Seſſions after, and then he defireds to enter his Proteſta- 
tion; but, after a fair Debate upon that ſubject, he was told 
by the Houſe, that it was Irregular, and too late now. Up- 
on which, the Dr. ſaid ſomething of going to the Upper 
Houſe to offer his Proteſtation there; but he was ſo roundly 
taken up for it, that he was glad to let the Thing fall. 

Put now to what purpoſe is all this mentioned? The Tetter- 
Writer's buſineſs is to ſhew the Iuſincerity and Partiality of the 
Paper Signed by the Two Members. They ſay, that they 
never heard of any Proteſt ation made in the Upper Houſe by Mem- 
bers of the Lower. In Anſwer to which, (he ſays) that once up- 
on a Time ſome Memhers ſaid that they would Preteſt in the 
Upper. What triſfling is this? is there no Difference between 
Proteſting; and ſaying they would Proteſt ? 

What the Two Members have Aſſerted concerning the Papers 
of the Lower Houſe being recciv'd by the Upper, he allows to 
be generally true. But he adds, that it it as true that their Lord- 
ſhips in more than a Twelve Months time, ſcarce gave an Anſwer to 
any Paper of Buſineſs. But after ſeveral importunate Addreſſes to 
their Lordſhips for Anſwer to the many Papers ſent up, they return 
a ſhort Anſwer to a great number at once, and in one and the ſame 
Paper; and moſt of thoſe Anſwers contain d no more than a bare Af 
firmative or Negative on the ſubject offered, and were ſo very ſhort 
and imperfett, that many of them were Voted unſatisfattory in the 
Lower Houſe. Now to what purpoſe is all this? is it to in- 
validate any part of the Paper which he has undertaken to 
confute? No, but he would have the World think, that 
their Lordſhips did not do that Juſtice to the Lower Houſe 
Papers that they ought, and that the Lower Houſe thought 


themſelves ill uſed by their Lordſhips. But I can Anſwer * 
tne 
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that in due time, and at a proper juntture their Lor 
| exert themſelves in every thing, which might prove they were zealous 


(41) 

the Lower Houſe, that they had too many Inſtances of their 
Lordſhips Tenderneſs and Goodneſs towards them, to 
harbour any Jealouſie upon this Account. If their Papers 
were not anſwered: as ſpeedily as ſome expected, the Houſe 
thought it reaſonable to impute it to the multiplicity of Bu- 
ſineſs that lay upon their Lordſhips in Parliament, and to ma- 
ny other Reaſons, without ſnew ing the leaſt Diſſatisfaction or 
Reſentment. And that I do not ſay this to palliate Matters, 
and to repreſent Things better than really they were; | ap» 
peal for the Truth of it to the Lerrer-Wrirer himſelf, who, to- 
wards the end of his leng Letter, after having told as many 
Diſgraceful Stories, as he could poſſibly find any the leaſt 
ground or pretence for, to make the World think, that the 


| Two Houſes had nothing but Struggles and Quarrels with one 


another, thinks at laſt to ſalve all by ſaying, That, however in- 
diſpoſed the Lords ſecm'd all along for the Diſpatch of Buſmeſs, the 


= Lower Clergy ſtill preſerved their Duty and Eſteem for them, and 


never reproached their Lordſhips, either publickly or privately, as 
Men defiewing any Injury to the Church, but were — ſatisfied, 
{ſhips would 


for the Church. Does he think that theſe ſmooth, ſoft Words 
are ſufficient to heal the Wounds, which he has given to the 
Convocation in ſo many other parts of his Letter? And does 
he hope when he is call'd to an Account for Vilifying and A- 
buſing the Two Houſes, to plead this Sentence in Bar of any 


| Accuſation againſt him? No, this is only one of his many 


Inconliſtencies ; We can ſee thorough him, and can eaſily diſ- 


W ccrn that tho? this Voice is Jacob's Voice, yet that his Hands 


are the Hands of Eſau. 


But let him go on with his Falſe and Diſgraceful Stories. 
There was a time, ſays he, when the Lower Houſe diſdaining to 


receive their Lordſbips —_—_—— Meſſenger, which is the Virger of 
t 


the Upper Houſe, ſent him back to their Lordſhips with this Anſwer, 
That they would receive no more Meſſages by ſo mean an Officer. 


= But their Lordſhips immediately ſent to aſſure the Houſe, that if 
bey refuſed that Meſſenger, they ſhould have no other, nor would 


they hold any farther Correſpondence at all with the Lower Houſe ;, 


p. 78. 


P. 76» 


upon this the Lower Houſe abated of their Pretenſion ; and not- 


withſtanding the Reſentment they expreſſed jult before, they made a 
Rule to receive the V ger as the Meſſenger of the Vpper Houſe, 
with 


"Ti 
A Salvo jure to their own, and then the Lords were pleaſed t 
paſs by the Error, and continue to tranſatt with them. | 

Now ſuppoſing every word of this to be true (as ſcarce a 

word of it is) what is it to the purpoſe in hand? what part of 
the Paper is it that he here pretends to diſprove? The Two 
Members have not ſaid one word of receiving Meſſages by the 
Virger, and therefore I can't ſee what end this Man could have 
in publiſhing ſach a pretended Diſpute between the Two 
Houſes, unleſs it were to Diſparage and Leſſen them in the 
Eyes of the World. 6 

But now to examine into the Truth of this Matter; it was 
upon February 9, 1704. that the Debate happen'd in the Lower 
Houſe about the Virger : He was ſent by their Lordſhips to 
Hignifie that they defir'd the Prolocutor to attend them; ſeve- 
ral of the Lower Honſe thought that the Actuary of the Up- 
per Houſe, and not the Virger, was the proper Officer to bring 
ſuch Meſſages to them, and a long Debate there was about it. 
But ſome Members avering that there were Precedents for it 
upon the Upper Houſe Books of 1551. the Debate fell, and 
the Virger was admitted with a Salve jure till we could con- 
ſult thoſe Books of the Upper Houſe. This is the whole of 
that Aſſair, and thoſe angry Meſſages that the Lerter-Writer 
reports to have paſſed between the Two Houſes, are all of his 
own Inventing. And for the truth of this I Appeal, as be- 
fore, to the Memory of all the Members that were preſent, 
and to the Journals of both Houſes, which, I am very well ſa- 
tisfy'd, can't ſhew. the leaſt footſtep of any Meſſage at all, 
between the Two Houſes upon this point; much leſs of any 
ſuch angry Meſſage as the Lerrer-Writer tells us of. 

He comes to the laſt Article of the Paper, which is 'this, 
that the Seſſions of the Upper Houſe, tho" leſs frequent than thoſe 
of the Lower, are yet ſo ordered by their Lordſbips, that Buſineſshas 
never been interrupted for want of Synodical Meetings. This, he 
ſays, ſeems Calculated on purpoſe to ſerve the turn of ſome Men 
who are very induſtrious to repreſent their Superiours in the worſt 
Colours they can. How! the Biſhops are here repreſented (out 
of their great goodneſs) ſo to order their Seſſions, as that 
Buſineſs mould never be interrupted for want of them, and 
is this to repreſent their Lordſhips in 1! Colours? Would 
he then have had their Lordſhips made long Adjouraments, 
of ſeven, eight, or nine Weeks at a time, by which the whole 
*BuſineG and Deſigu of a Convocation might be cluded, * 
W Ou 
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W they can't go ſo hr 
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rapred for want Sy nodical Meetings, iz, he fas % palpable. 4 

Miſtake, that it is hard to think hem i could be committed. Let 

us fee how he proves it to be a M'ſtake. 5 
Firſt, (ſays he) it 15 undeniable, that the Upper Houſe Seſſions 


| were not ſo frequent as the Lower. What then? it is undeniable 


and it is what the Tuo Members allert : Tho' at the ſame time 
with his Computation, as to think that 
they were not mucl more than half the Number, Well, but then 
he computes again; the fourth Part of thoſe of the Upper Hauſe, 
had nothing Tran ſacted in them but the Adjournments, and another 


; | fourth Part, may be allowed to have been ſpent in adjuſt ing of Forms 
and ſertling Addreſſes (neither of which Computations can 


they allow to be jult. There will remain therefore but One half of the 
Upper Houſe Seſſions to be Employed in Buſineſs purely Synad ical, which 
will amount to little more than one fourth Part of the Seſſions of the 
Lower Hojiſe. Now to what purpoſe all this pains is taken I can't 
imagine; ſuppoſing every Branch of his Computation to be 
true: Nay, ſuppoſing, the Biſhops had not met by-One half 


ſo often as they did; what then? Still 1 ſay, it would 


be true that there were more Synodical Meerings than were 
neceſſary for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs. Is it not plain from 
what he ſays, if it be true, (for the Two Members never took 
upon them, as this Gentleman, to tell what was doing in the 
Upper Houſe) that their Lordſhips ſo often Adjourn'd with- 
out doing any ting: Is it not plain I ſay, that Bu/tneſs was 
not interrupted for want of their Meeting? For otherwiſe 1 
preſume, ſo many of their Seſſions: would not have had no- 
thing Tranſacted in them but Adjournments. ' And was Buſt- 
neſs then interrupted for want of Syz2dical Meetings ? or rather 
were not SHdical Meetings often broke up Miner than they 


would have been for-want of Buſineſs ? But ne gocs on. 


That mhich will Demonſtrate the Inſincerity of this Aſſertion is, 
that more than two Thirds of theClergy, who came up "to Comvoca- 
tion, grew tired of attending in Town, as not ſeeing the leaſt hopes of 


any Buſineſs ro be dent. And what then? if no Buſineſs was done, 
was it for want fee Meetings ? Does not he himſelf 


in the ſame Breath ais other Reaſons for it? or at leaſt, 
that it was the Opiniogof almoſt che whole Lower Clergy, 
that other Reaſons were aſſignable? His Words are, I. was 
at laſt the Opinion of almoſt the whole Lower Clergy, that * 

e ' : Lords 
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oll he have thought: this a proper and commendible Me- 

thod in their Lordſhips ?. But that Buſineſs has newer been inter- 
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Tord ſhip ſaw ſome good Reaſons, why it was not ſcaſonable to pro. 
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reed to Buſineſs at this time; and thereſore did not much impor- 


tune them about it, If ſo, why does he impute it to the want 
of Synodical Meetings? Had the Seſſions of the Upper Houſe 
been as frequent as thoſe of the Lower, and conſequently every 
Meetir.g a Synodical one, I ſuppoſe, no more Buſineſs had 
been done then, than now; if it be true that their Lordſbips ſaw 
ſome good Reaſons why it was not ſeaſonable to proceed to Buſineſs 
at this time. He muſt therefore allow, that it was not for want 
of Synodical Meetings that no Buſineſs has been done; ſo that 
I hope the Reader will be ſatisfied, that as yet he has not De- 
monſtrated the Inſincerity of the Two Members, as to this part 
of their Report. | 

But he goes on; If Buſineſs were never interrupted for want of 
Synodical Meetings, certainly we ſhould have heard of ſome Synodi- 
cal Buſineſs done: As if no other Cauſe but the want of Syno- 


. dical Meetings could hinder Buſineſs. Does not he himſelf 


ſuggeſt other Reaſons for it? Might not their Lordjhips ſee 
good Reaſons why it was not ſeaſonable to proceed to Buſineſs at hat 
time? And may not ſome of thoſe good Reaſons be the cauſe that 
no Buſineſs was done, rather than the want of Synodical Meet - 
ing: lam aſhamed to argue againſt ſuch a Triffler. 

But that the Reader may not from what is here ſuggeſted, 
go away with an Opinion, that we have been doing —_ 
all this time in Convocation; I can tell him, that he may fin 
upon the Journals of both Houſes, Buſineſs of all ſorts (pro- 
per to come before a Convocation, and neceſſary for the pre- 
ſent exigencies of the Church) with great pains and diligence, 
to the Honour of thoſe worthy Perſons, who (with indefati- 

able Application, and not without ſome expence of Money, 
as well as Time) labour'd for the good of the Church, prepared 


and made ready for a future Convocation at leaſt; whenever 


thoſe good Reaſons ſhall ceaſe which the Letter-Writer ſuggeſts 


to be at preſent the Obſtacle and Hindrance of Buſineſs. And 


as for the One Act which he allows to be Synodical, and which 
he ſays was the only One, (how truly will appear by and by) 
Viz. The Declaration to vindicate the Clergy from being Diſaffetied 


ro the Government, and the Succeſſion, the Letter-Writer well 


knows, that the To Members had as great a hand in it, as their 3 
Neighbours, and that they were Two of the Three appoin- 
ted by both Houſes, to Print and Publiſh it. my 
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he calls Declaration to vindicate the Clergy from being Diſaffect- 


; ö ed to the Government and the Succeſſion, was the only Act done by 


the Synod ; what occaſion was there for him to ſubjoyn, This 


WT indeed was a very ſeaſonable neceſſary Ai? What a ſhamelefs 
| Reflection is this upon ſo Venerable a Body? Can no Para- 


graph eſcape bim, without ſome groſs Inſinuation againſt the 


WW Clergy ? And is not this to tell the World, that the Clergy of 


Ireland ſtood vehemently ſuſpected of being Diſaſſected to the 


Ws Government and the Succeſſion ? What elſe can be underſtood 


by thoſe Emphatical Words, of being very ſeaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary? Whereas the Truth is, that there is not one Perſon, 
that ever 1 heard of, (Iwill not ſay of the Convecation only, 
but of the Beneficed Clergy all over ghe Kingdom) that ever 
ſtood charged with any Ong Word or Action, that could in 
the leaſt argue him to be Diſaffected to the Government and 
the Succeſſion, 5 

But to let this paſs amongſt the reſt of his di ſingenuous Re- 
flections; he ſays, he could never yet be inform'd of any Synodi- 
cal Act done, except this One: Now, Lask him what does he 
think of the ſeveral Addreſſes, which the Two Houſes have 
Synodically join'd in to the Queen, and to the Lord Lieutenant? 
Does he want to be inform'd that there were ſuch Addreſſes ? 
Or will he ſay, that they were not Synodical Acts? He that 
has told the World, that « fourth part of the Seſſions of the Upper- 
Houſe, was ſpent in adjuſting of Forms, and ſettling Addreſſes, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to be ſo incurious as not to have enquired what 
became of thoſe Forms and Addreſſes, which took up fo much 
of their Lordſhips Time and Attendance. I doubt not but 
that he knows, that there were ſeveral of theſe Addreſſes a- 
greed to jointly by both Houſes, and ſo made the Acts of 
the whole Synod. And theſe therefore he muſt allow to be 
Synodical As, and as worthy of Notice, as that other 
which he mention'd, becauſe Theſe too do in as ample a man- 
ner (1 do not ſay vindicate the Clergy from being Diſaffected, 
hecauſe they were never Accuſed or Suſpected of it) but 
Declare the Clergy's Zeal and Affection to the Government 
and the Succeſſion. The Letter Writer therefore muſt either 
ſhow, that there have been no ſuch joint Addreſſes of both 
Houſes - Or elſe he muſt allow that there have been more Sy- 


a dical Acts thin that One which he mentions. - 


E But 


But ſuppoſing he had told Truth in ſaying, that this, which 
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Nin 

But the Letter Writer goes on; It was (ſays he) to the good Di 
poſition of the Clergy in general, and to the Deference and Duty, which 
the Lower Clergy ſhew'd to their Superiours, and to the mutual Truſt 
and Confidence which they always had in each other, that t hey owe that 
perfect Unity and Harmony, which is between the Two Houſes. Soll 
am glad to find at laſt this acknowledgment, after the idle Fable 
that he told of the 7irger, and the ſtrange angry Meſſages at 
the Election of the Vice-Prolocutor; notwithſtanding which, it 


ſeems, the Two Houſes had always a mutual Truſt and Confidence 


in each other, and there was a perfect Unity and Harmony 
between them. But this, he ſays, was not at all owing to 
the Biſhops allowing all the Rights and Privileges as repreſented in 
that Paper, nor yet to the Concurring with the Clergy on all occaſi- 
ons in doing and promoting Buſineſs, which is very plain they did 
not. (How / tho' there was a pecfetft Unity and Harmony be- 
tween the Two Houſes, and a mutual Truſt and Confidence in 
each other) however ſolemnly ſoever theſe Two Gentlemen do bleſs 
God for it in that Paper. 

If the Letter Writer will but look over that Paper once more, 
he will ſee, that what theſe Two Gentlemen bleſs God for, 
is, the perfett Unity and Harmony between both Houſes, with- 
out ſaying to what particular Cauſe it is owing: And they are 
heartily Thankful to Almighty God, that they enjoy theſe ſeve- 
ral Rights and Privileges, without the leaſt Struggle, Conteſt or Dif. 
ference with their Graces and Lordſhips: And they defy the Letter 
Writer to mention any one particular Point in their Paper, 
concerning which they had the leaſt Struggle, Conteſt, or Dif- 
ference with them. He has not, in this Letter, been able to 

ive any one ſingle Inſtance of it, tho' he has ſhew'd him- 
ſelf well diſpoſed to rip up and expoſe to the World every 
the leaſt Difference that could be thought of. The Two Mem- 
bers do moreover, Declare their deepeſt and moſt gratefull Senſe 
of the Paternal Tenderneſs of their Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops for the: 
Lower Clergy ;,, which they think is very Obſervable in their Lord- 
ſhips great Zeal and Readineſs to concurr with them on all occaſions 
in the Recovery and Preſervation of their Rights, and in every o- 
ther good Work, And many are the inſtances of their Lordſhips 
Paternal Tenderneſs as to theſe points, which I hope we 
ſhall always with the greateſt gratitude remember; Parti- 
cularly, the Zeal with which they Unaaimonſly Labour'd for 
the Reſtoring of Convorations in Ireland, and the meeting of 


them .Concurrently with the Parliament. | 
| Having 


. 
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Having done with the Examination of the Paper, he comes 


to the Hiſtory of what paſſed in the Lower Houſe of Convo- 


cation in Ireland upon it. That a Complaint was made in the 


lower Houſe, is true; that Arch-Deacon Percivale. neither 


own'd nor diſown'd the matter of the Complaint, is falſe. 


For he no ſooner came to Town but he own'd it Publickly, 


produced a Copy of the Paper in the Houſe, and deſired that it 
might be Examined. - Indeed, when he appear'd at the Com- 
mittee, he expected (as is uſual in ſuch Caſes) that his Ac- 
cuſer would Impeach him Face to Face, and that the Com- 
mittee wou'd demand the Paper of him. But now Dr. Lam- 
bert, who had been ſo buſy before, declared, that he was no 
Accuſer : neither did the Committee, or any Member of it, 
put any Queſtion to him, or demand any Paper of him. Had 
they done it, he was ready to Anſwer any Queſtion, and to 
deliver the Paper.” The Point was not ſo difficult, as 
that he needed to adviſe with his Friends about it. But 
no one had any thing to ſay againſt him: No one deman- 
ded any Paper of him, ſo that the Committee broke up 
without doing any thing. And thus ſince Dr. Lambert 
the Accuſer, began to Diſclaim his Character, the whole 
Affair was like to fall. Upon which the Arch-Deacon Com- 
plain'd in the Houſe, that he had ſuffer'd in his Repu- 
tation by Inſinuations, both within Doors and without, as if he 
had done ſome very Heincus Thing in England ; and that there 
could be no way of doing him Juſtice, but by obliging the Ac- 
cuſer to make out the Juſtice of his Accuſation, that ſo he 
might have an opportunity of Vindicating himſelf publickly ; 
and he prayed the Houſe, that they would give their Committee 
Inſtructions to Examine into the whole Matter, and to Re- 
port their Opinion to the Houſe accordingly. Upon this the 
Committee was order'd to fit again, and when they met, Dr. 
Lambert was voted into the Chair; by which (ſays the Letter- 
Writer) it was immediately gueſſed what Diſpoſtrion they were in. 
A pretty Compliment to the Committee! The Chair in all 
Committees was ever given to ſome eminent Member, out of 
Reſpect, and it uſed to be as ſuch accepted. But he would in- 
ſinuate, that the Complainant was put into the Chair, to tye 
him up from Speaking: And yet this Man cannot but know, 
that tho' it is generally the received Opinion, that the Chair- 
man has nothing to do but to maderate in the Debates, to ga- 


ther the Senſe of the Committee, to put the Queſtion, &. 
E .2 Yet 
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vet I'ſay, this Man cannot but know that we ſeldom tye 


up any Chairman co ſuch ſtrict Rules, but that he has as 
much Liberty of Debating, and is heard with as much atten» 


tion as any of the Members; and I'appeal to any Member of 


that Committee, whether Dr. Lambere met with any check in 
this Liberty ſo uſed to be given to others. Nay, I appeal to 
himſelf, whether he made the leaſt Objection againſt taking 
the Chair: Or rather whether his own forwardnefs did not put 
him into it, before the Committee had well order'd it. He de- 
clar'd over and over, that he was none of the Accuſer, that he 
had nothing to offer againſt the Members; and therefore why 
the Letter Writer ſhould wonder that- they put him into the 
Chair, I know not, unlefs it be, that he was ſenſible that he 
had not deſerved ſüch a, Compliment of them. When he 
appear'd at the former Committee, where the Arch-Deacon 
is ſaid neither to own nor diſown the Matter, he was not then 
in the Chair; and I pray what Feats did he do? Why, he ſaid 
he was no Accuſer, and had nothing to ſay, and ſo nothing 
was done: And there that Matter might have hung ſtill, had 
not the Arch-Deacon deſired the Houſe to give their Com- 
mittee Inſtructions to Examine the Paper and to report their 
opinion of it. 

And if at this Second Meeting, the Committee gave the 
Chair to the Complaining Member, will not every Impar- 
tial Man rather think by this Compliment, that the Com- 
mittee was Diſpoſed to ſhew the Complainant all the Fa- 
vour and Countenance imaginable ? tho* the Letter Writer 
by his way of expreſſing it, would have the Reader think 
quite the contrary. He goes on, And at the ſame time they 
Voted to examine the Paper, Paragraph by Paragraph, as to the 
Truth of each of them. Whereas it was urged by ſome others, 
that this was not the Matter before them, nor were they much con- 
cern d, whether the Aſſertions of the Paper were True or Falſe. 
(How ! were they not much concern'd, whether the Houſe had 
been by any of their Members publickly miſrepreſented or not ? 
Certainly they did not think it to be a point of ſo much indif- 
ferency. Had they found the Aſſertions in the Paper to be 


falſe, I believe they would have cenſured the Two Members 


very ſeverely. But the Letter Writer does wiſely; it is his Jater- 


eſt to Inculcate ſuch an indifferency; and to have the Houſe; 


not much concern'd, whether Aſlertions relating to their pro- 


ceedings 
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ceedings be True or Falſe.) But whether their Members for 
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raking upon them to give ſuch Accounts before ſo great an Aſſem 
had not inc ur d the Cenſure, and broke the Privileges of the Houſe. 


And ſince they proceeded to this Queltion, which he would 


have thought to be the only Point before them, I hope he will 
not be angry if they give themſelves the trouble to Examine 
ex abundanti into the Truth of the Paper, for their own ſatis- 
faction, and for the Vindication of their Two Members. How- 


ver it was carryed to Examine the Paper, and the Vote being pat 


upon each Paragraph, it was carried to affirm the Truth of each: 
And the ſame Methods and Management that carried theſe Votes 


„ the Committee, did likewiſe prevail in the Houſe, where they 
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were paſſed by a large Majority. A pretty Compliment to the 


= Houſc ! The only Aferhods and Management, which he mention- 
ed to have been uſed in the Committee, was the putting the 


Complaining Member into the Chair. But was he put into the 
Chair of the Houſe, when the Houſe received the Report of 
their Committee? Sure he will not pretend this; and if ſo, 
how did the fame Methods and Management prevail in the Houſe, 
that carried theſe Votes in the Committee? In the Houſe he was 
unconfined and free from thoſe Clogs and Shackles which the 
Dignity of the Chair had put upon him in the Committee; he 
had there an opportunity of ſhewing all that flow of Eloquence, 
which (poor Man!) he fondly fancies himſelf to be fo much a 


| Maſter of; and yet the Two Members eſcaped, notwithſtand- 
ing they had ſuch a formidable Orator againſt them. But the 


Houſe (lays the Letter Writer) was ſo far from being numerous, 
zhat I dare venture to affirm, it did not conſiſt of Thirty, and how 
great weight this number can give to the Authority of that Paper, 
may be judged when you know that the full number makes about One 


hundred and Fifty. The Weight and Authority of that Paper, 


& 1 apprehend conſiſts in the Truth of it; and that did fo clear- 
ly appear, that the Lerter Writer himſelf would not have had it. 


diſputed, and ſeems to think that the Committee was imper- 


tinent for entring into the Examination of it: And there- 


fore if the full number, the Hundred and Fifty Members, had 
all been preſent, the Weight and Authority of the Paper 


would not be leſſen'd; but would have had a more ſolemn At- 
teſtation given to it. | 


But I can't agree with the Letter Writer in thinking them ſo. 
* „ 1 2 . 2 
ewas 1hirty. Indeed I did not number them, and fo can't 


be poſitive; but I am ſure, 1 have no Reaſon, from the ſince- 


rity 
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rity of the Letter Writer in what he has hitherto related, to be- 
lieve him here upon his Word. This I fancy he himſelf will al- 
low, that it was the fulleſt Meeting all that Seſſion. But be that 
as it will; I defy this Man to pick out of the whole Number, 
any Thirty Members, a great Majority of which would, by any 
Methods or Managment, be brought to Vote againſt the 
Truth. | 
As to the Incongruity, which with a great deal of Manners he 
charges upon the Houſe, in Voting, that the Two Members 
had acted in their private Capacity, what he apprehends they 
did in their Convocation Capacity, nothing certainly can be 
more groundleſs; for as a Member may upon ſome occaſions 
be ſaid to act in a Publick Capacity, ſo may he alſo ſome- 
times act ina Private Capacity. If a Member does any thing 
in the Name, and by the Authority of the Houſe, he then acts 
in a Publick Capacity; but what he does of his own Head, 
without any Authority from the Houſe, he does in his Pri- 
'vate Capacity. And thus not only every Member, but even 
the Prolocutor himſelf, may act and ſubſcribe himſelf in his 
Private Capacity. I remember the Prolocutor Preached before 
my Lord Lieutenant, and Printed his Sermon, and Subſcr ib- 
ed himſelf Prolocutor of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, and 
yet what he then did was in his Private Capacity, ſince he 
did it not by any Order or Direction of the Houſe ; but when 
he Subſcribed to any Paper, that the Houſe Commanded him 
to carry up to the Biſhops, he then acted in his Publick Ca- 
pacity, as acting by the Authority and Direction of the 
Houſe: So that there is no ſuch Incongruity for an Arch- 
Deacon, or a Proctor of a Dioceſs, to Sign themſelves 
Arch-Deacon or Proctor of ſuch a Dioceſs, and yet act in their 
Private Capacity. But the Truth of it is this; the Accuſer 
would fain have had the Vote ſo Worded, as that it might be 
thought the Two Members had taken upon themſelves to act in 
the Name and by the Authority of the Houſe, when they did not. 
He wou'd have had the Houſe Reſolve, that they had acted by 
no Authority from Them; which tho” true, wou'd have look'd, 
as if they had pretended to ſuch an Authority. For might 
not a By-ſtander ſay, what need was there for the Houſe to 
come to ſuch a Reſolution, if it had never been pretended, 
that their Authority had been made uſe of? For it is not u- 
ſual for Men to diſclaim Things without ſome Reaſon, or to 
vaſh off lmputations that they were never charged with. But 
| the 
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the Houſe with. more juſtice, thought fit ſo to Word the Que- 


ſtion, as to ſhew, that what the Two Members had done, was 


not by any Authority from Them; and at the fame time 
to new, that they never pretended to it. 


And, now having finifh'd his Complaint and the Hiſtory of 


it, the Letter Writer breaks out in a very lamentable ftrain, 
that it was often urged to both the Houſe, and to the Committee, 
that this Action of the Two Members, F not Cenſured, would in 
fallibly dram in the Convocation of Ireland into the Diſpute of Eng- 
land. If ſuch a thing were utged, it ſeems, the Committee and 
the Houſe very little regarded it : If giving a juſt and true Ac- 
count of Matters of Fact muſt draw us into a Controverſy, God's 
Will be done. Muſt we then ſtiffle the Truth, and burn 
our Regiſters, for fear of it? A pretty way indeed of prevent- 
ing Controverſies! No, We will boldly Proclaim the Truth, 
and make publick what we have upon our Regiſters, and 
then if ſach a Controverſy ſhould happen, I doubt not but 
by God's Bleſſing We ſhall give a good Account ot it. 

But however Proſperous they were in the Lower Houſe, I dare 
affrm to you that their good Succeſs was not at all pleaſing to moſt of 
the Upper Houſe, who foreſaw this Conſequence ;, and once ſeem'd Re- 
ſolved to hear the whole Matter in their Lordſhips Houſe, had it 
not been too near the End of the Seſſion. So ſays he; But he has 
not been ſo happy in his Allegations hitherto, as that We 
ſhould take his Word for this. He is not a Man of that Cha- 


p. 87. | 


p. 31. 


racter, as that their Lordſhips would make fo free witbhim, 


as to tell him their thoughts in this Matter; tho' he pre- 

| tends to know the Sentiments of the Upper Houſe fo well, 
and what Conſequences their Lordſhips foreſaw. I have the 
honour to know the Mind of ſome of their Lordſhips, who were 
very far from being Diſpleaſed at it. Indeed, I am: very ſen- 
ſible, that endeavours have been, and will be uſed to make 
the Biſhops Diſpleaſed at what has been done. It ſeems to 


be the Bulineſs and Deſign of the Letter Writer, to ſet the Two . 


Houſes at Variance as much as he can; and, no doubt he will 
receive his Reward from the Party that ſet him at Work, if 
he can effect it And they already boaſt Publickly, that our 
Biſhops will Diſpute theſe Rights for the future, which We 
have hitherto been in Peaceable Poſſeſſion of. But We know 
their Lordſhips better than to ſuſpect any ſuch change in 
them; They who have hitherto been as Tender of our Pri- 
vileges as of their Own, will not now Alter their Practice in 
favour of any Party. | Being 


p. 68. 
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Being now come to the end of his tedious Lgtter, T return 
to the beginning of it; where he i under a Surprize to find ſuch 
a ſtreſs laid upon, our Proceedings, as to be thought able to ſup- 


port the Proceedings of the Lower Houſe of Convocation in En- 
gland. Whether they be able or no, I am not concern'd ; 


having undertaken nothing but to Vindicate our Corvocation, 
and the Repreſentation which the Two Members have given of 


Matters of Fatt ;, and] truſt that I have, in the Opinion of all 
Impartial and Unprejudiced Readers, effeQually done it. 
But if no ſtreſs ought to be laid on theſe our Proceedings, 
why is the Party ſo exaſperated by them? and why does the 
Author of Partiality Detected, as well as the Letter Writer, deal 
his Reproaches ſo liberally to our Convocation in general (which 
he calls the Suppoſed Convocation, and no Convocation) as well as to 
the Two Members in particular, for gi ing an innocent Account 
of them? And why does he go about to Invalidate the Pre- 
cedent, which the Upper Houſe Books of 1661, furniſhes us 
with for intermediate Seſſions, by ſaying precariouſly, that 
the Acta die Septimo Auguſti, 1662. may be an unheeded Miſtake, 
without pretending to give the leaſt Reaſon for that his Con- 
jecture? Why all this, I ſay, if it be true what the Letter 
Writer would have the World believe, that none of our Me- 
thods of Proceedings ought to have any Weight or Authority with an 
Engliſh Convecation? 


As for the general Obſervations relating to the Affairs of the 


Convocation of Ireland, which the Letter Writer thinks are nece/- 


ſary to-be known; it may be expected, that a Remark or Two 
be made upon them. ; | 
One Obſervation is, That the preſent Lower Houſe of Con- 
vocation in Ireland were ſuch utter Strangers to all the Uſa- 
ges of Convocation at their firſt Meeting, that (ſaving the Mat- 
ters of Rights which they ever embraced with all imaginable deſire) 
they had conſt ant recourſe for all other Matters to the Synodus 
Anglicana, and in every Debate ſubmitted to the Deciſions of that 
Book, which lay conſtantly on the Table. Now the whole of this is 
News to me, and, I believe, to every one elfe. That this Book 
never lay upon the Table, I can no more ſay, than if he had 
affirm'd it of any other Book whatſoever : But that it lay con- 
Pantly there as 2 Rule and Direction for our Proceedings, or 
that there was au Order of the Houſe, giving ſo much Cre- 
Git and Reputation to that Book, I can ſafely deny. I oo 
that 


(33) 

that ſome Books were very early (Jaz. 23: 1704, Seſfiv. G.. 

Order'd to be procured for the uſe of the Hauſe ;, as the Bible, 

the Common-Prayer Book, the Thirty Nine Articles, the Homilies,. 

and the Canons, but not one word of the Synodus Anglic ana. 

We were indeed, at out firſt Setting out, willing ro get what 

light we could into Convocation Affairs, either out of that or 

| any other Book. But that we had conſtant recourſe to it, and 

in every Debate ſubmitted to the Deciſions of it, is a Falſe and 

groundleſs Aſſertion; which requires no farther Confutation, 

than that in many Inſtances we AQed otherwiſe, than accord- 

ing to the Tenor of it. He grants that in the Matters of Rights. 

we had no regard to it, and yet theſe were the chief Points 

that we are repreſented to want Direction and Aſſiſtance in. 

To ſay therefore, that we ſubmitted to its Deciſions in all Points, 

but thoſe of the Rights; is as much as to ſay, that we ſubmit- 

ted to it in Things where we wanted no Direction, but re- 

jected it where we wanted a Guide and a Director Can it be 

imagined that the Houſe ſhould Act fo ſenſeleſsly? No! but 

a Compliment muſt be paid to that Book, for good Reaſons 

which the Letter Writer knows, tho? it be at the Expence of, 

the Judgment and Honour of the Lower Houſe. 

Another of his Obſervations is, that ſome time before the Meet- p. 69. 

ing of the preſent Convocation in Ireland, abundance of Pains, and 

p and Induſtry were uſed to make many of the Clergy of that 

Kingdom apprehenſive of dangerous Deſigns then forming againſt 

the Rights of the Church in England. He would here have the 

Clergy brought under the Odium of Perſons in Power, as pro- 

moters of the Clamour, concerning the Danger of the Church; 

whereas he knows that at the time of the calling the Canvo- 

cation, and before, the Clergy never had fewer Fears or Ap- 

prehenſions as to that point. For they ſaw the Church in a 

Happy and Flouriſhing condition, under the beſt of Queens, 

bred up from her Infancy in the Boſom of it, and who never 

omitted any occaſion of ſhewing her Affection and Zeal to- 

wards the Preſervation and Enlargment of it; under Her they 

ſaw themſelves (by the Mediation and Aſſiſtance of the beſt of a 

Governours, the Duke of Ormond) Re-eſtabliſhed in their An- 

tient Right of Meeting in Convocation, concurrently with the 

Parliament. Far be it therefore from the Clergy of Ireland, 

to fear any thing of Danger to the Church, as long as it ſhall © 

pleaſe God to continue ſuch an Indulgent Queen to pre- 

ſide over it, The Church and Clergy never wanted Enemies; 
o 


„„ Y 
nor will they, as long as there are Wicked Men in the World: 
But their Deſigns ave hitherto been difappointed ; and we 
fear not, but, by the Bleſſing of God, they will be difappointed 

ſtill. 22 * tf ap 
The Letter Writer perhaps will excuſe himſelf, by ſaying, 
that he no where repreſents the Clergy, as apprehenſive of Dan. 

gerous Deſigns "then forming againſt the Church, but againſt the 
Rights of the Church; true, he ſo expreſſes himſelf in the Let- 
ter; yet in the Margin (where it is moſt obvious to the Eye, 
and which many look over, who look no farther) it is ſet down 
{Great pains taken in Ireland to propagate the Dangers of Church 
and Clergy] and again in the- Table of Contents [Great pains 
raken in Ireland to ſuggeſt the Dangers of the Church, before the 
Convocation met there.] Tho” in another part of his Letter 
(which abounds in inconſiſtencies) he ſays that both rhe Biſhops 
and the Lower Clergy were fully convinced that the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
*. ligion was in no other Danger, than what it has ever been ſince it 
had an Eſt abliſhment. | 

But be it as he pleaſes, let it be concerning the Rights of 
the Church that the Alarm was given; why does he not tell 
how, and by whom, this abundance of Pains, and Art, and Indu- 
ftry was uſed ? No! he deſires to be excuſed as to that point; 
and ſays, it is not neceſſary to tell under what influence, nor by what 
* concurrent Accidents this Notion began to Obtain. It is enough to 
ſay,” that many did too readily entertain it. This Gentleman has 
taken effectual care not to be Anſwered ; he ſo wraps himſelf 
up in obſcure hints, and innuendo's, that there is no coming at 
him. Abundance of Pains, Art, and Induſtry uſed—— It i not ne- 
ceſſary to tell=— Tt is enough to ſay—— I leave him to his Dark- 
neſs and Obſcurity; and ſhould proceed to another of his Ob- 
ſervations, relating to his Grace the Arch-Biſhop' of Tuam, 
but I have accounted with him for this already. 

His Three other Obſervations are intended to make the 
Reader think, that we have had no Title or Pretence to thoſe 
Rights and Privileges which we have hitherto enjoy'd. I will 
ſet them down in his own words, and they are thus. Firſt then, 
Sir, you are to underſtand, That there is not one Book or one Pa- 

per now remaining, at leaſt not one has yet appear d, of the Tranſ- 
ations in the Lower Houje in any former Convocation of Ireland: 
So that the preſent Lower Houſe had not the Aſſiſtance or Advantage 
of any ſort of Record, or Memoir of their own, to direct them in their 


Rights, Privileges or Proceedings. But if the Lower Houſe has 
had 


| N ö 
had the Aſſiſtance and Advantage of a Record or Memoir of 
the Upper Houſe todire& them in their Rights, Privileges, and 


Proceedings ; as I have proved they had, in the Point of ſeparate 
Adjournments particularly, (which is the moſt rhaterial of all 


thoſe Privileges which the Letter Writer ſeems deſirous to have 


conteſted) I hope he will grant, that the preſent Lower Houſe 
is not altogether deſtitute of Reaſons to found their Claim up- 


on, tho' it be allow'd that (thro' the misfortune of the Times, 


and the Calamities of War) they have no Record or Memoir 
of their own. Had theſe Lower Houſe Books been in being, 
and theſe Uſages preſerved in them; I ſuppoſe, he will own 
that we ſhould have had enough to direct us in the Claim of theſe 
Rights, Privileges and Proceedings. But if any thing of this Na- 
ture is preſerved in the Books of the Upper Houſe, I think, it con- 
cludes more ſtrongly in favour of the Lower Houſe, than ifit had 
been met with in thoſe of their own. For had there been any 
Diſpute between the Two Houſes about theſe Uſages (as there 


has been none) would not an Argument or a Precedent taken 


out of the Books of the Upper Houſe, have been more conclu- 

ſive againſt that Houſe, than if it had been taken out of the 
Books of the Lower Houſe ? | | 

Hhut he goes on; Neither, Secondly, is there any Book or Record 

of the Upper Houſe now in being, except One, which is that of the 

Convocation which met in the year 1661, and ſat part of that and 
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the ſollowing y ear; which Book can't give full Light into the Affairs 


of the Lower Houſe having only an Account of what paſſed in thas 
Houſe, of which it ts preſumed to be a faithful Regiſter. But 
this Obſervation is not true; for that Upper Houſe Book 
has not only an Account of what paſſed in that Houſe; but it 
has alſo preſerved ſome Account of what paſſed in the Lower 
Houſe: And tho' it can't give full Light into the Affairs of the 
Lower Houſe, yet it gives Light enough to Dire& us in the 


Claim of ſome Uſages, that of ſeparate Adjournments in par- 


ticular. 

His other Obſervation is, That there was an Interval of about 
Forty Years between the laſt and the preſent Convocation of Ireland; 
during all which time, I have not heard it Alledged or Pretended 
that any Member of either of the preſent Houſes, ever Quoted any 
Diſcourſe, or Obſervation, or Proceeding inthat Lower Houſe, from 
any Perſon who had been a Member of it. How! has he not heard 
it Alledged, that his Grace the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Tuam has 


Quoted, as he expreſſes it, ſome Obſervation or Precteding in the 
F 2 Lower 


(35) 
Lower Houſe of the laſt Convocation ?- And was not his Grace 
a Member of that Lower Houſe? And is he not ſtill a Mem- 
her of one of the preſent Houſes'? Theſe Obſervations there- 
fore muſt be allowed to be very Wiſe and Weighty, which 
are ſcarce any of them true, and which had they been all true, 
would not have been ſufficient to the pnrpoſe for which they 
are intended. For had there been not One Book'or Paper re- 

- maining of either Houſe; nay, had there been not One Mem- 
4 ber of either Houſe of laſt Convocation living; nor any One 
that had ever heard any Diſcourſe, Obſervation or Proceeding 
Quoted from any Perſon who had been a Member of it; yet 
ſtill the Lower Houſe. being in ſome meaſure a Parliamentary 
Body, would have had the Practice of the Honſe of Commons, 
and the ſpeculative Arguments drawn from the Nature of a ſe- 
parate Houſe (Which, together with that taken from the 
Claim of the Lower Houſe in England, is the whole of what 
the Letter Writer is now willing to allow our Proceedings to be 
founded upon) They would have theſe, I ſay, to juſtiſie their Pre- 
ten ſions; and theſe certainly would have ſome weight, if there 
were no Precedents or Authorities on the other fide to weigh - 
againſt them; as there could not be, if there were neither 
Books, nor living Witneſſes to give Teſtimony on either 
tide. | 


By this time, I hope, the Letter Writer is convinced, that we have 
not wanted ſufficient Evidences to juſtify the Claim and Practice 
| of the preſent Lower Houſe. But if all that I have ſaid will 

| not ſatisfy him ; there is another Member, whoſe name has been 

- | mention'd more than once in this Controverſy, to whom I 

4 ſhall refer him for farther Information; I mean the ſame 
Dr. Lambert, who was the Accuſer of the Two Members; 
and fo cannot be ſuſpected of being Partial in their Favour. 
And beſides it is well known, that, as this Gentleman wants 
not Integrity to declare the Truth without Favour or Affecti- 
on, ſo neither does he want Sagacity to diſcern and detect thoſe 
Artifices, which often are made uſe of to ſeduce meaner and 
more vulgar Capacities. Inſomuch, that when almoſt the 
whole Lower Houſe was ſo Weak or ſo Wicked, as to be 
wrought upon, by Methods and Management, to Vote this Pa- 
per of the Two Members Paragraph by Paragraph to be a juſt 
and true Repreſentation of the Proceedings of the Houſe : And that 
che ſame Paper was no way Preudicial to the Honour and Privile- 
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hes of the Houſe,» This Gentleman, according to his wanted 
Integrity and Steadineſs, like Athanaſius contra mundum, ſtood 
out almoſt ſingly againſt the Current of that poor deluded Mas 
naged Lower Houſe. The Teſtimony therefore of Dr. Lambert 
in this Point muſt be very conſiderable, as being above all ſuſ- 
picioa of being Corrupted. No, he would no more ſuffer his 
Teſtimony to be Influenced by Methods and Management, than 
he would uſe Methods and Management to Influence the Teſti- 
mony of others. To him therefore 1 Appeal, whether the 
Lower Houſe did not (before they pretended to theſe Rights 
and Privileges) with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, Search 
into all the Remains of Convocation, now left in this Kingdom 
whether they did not conſult the known Laws and Statutes 
and Cuſtoms thereof; together with the Journals of the Houle 
of Lords in Parliament; and whether they did not ſtrictly 
inquire into the Uſages of former Convocations from ſuch Perſons 
as were beſt able to inform them. That the Drs. Teſtimony 
is full to this Point is plain from the Journal of the Houſe, 
where I find the following Paper drawn up ſolely by him, as a 
Preface or Introduftion to our Claim of Rights; and from 
thence. I here Tranſcribe it. (March zd, 1704. Seſſio 39 -) 


\ \ 7 Hereas for the ſpace ofabout 40 Years laſt paſt no Convocati- 
on of the Clergy has met in this Kingdom, and that notwith- 


ſtanding the Meering of ſeveral Parliaments in ſome part of that time, 
the Writs, which of Right ought to iſſue for the calling a Convoca- 
tion with every Parliament, have been ſuppreſſed, and thereby the 
Rights of the Lower Clergy in danger of being utterly loſt, and the 
ancient Privileges of this National Church quite forgotten and un- 
regarded. | 
The Lower Clergy, now Aſſembled in Convocation, having talen in- 
to ſerious Conſider ation, the great hazard, whichthis Church was in, of 
looſing its undoubted Rights and Privileges; and being heartilydeſirous 
to Tranſmit to their Succeſſors for ever, what they have been able to re- 
cover of theſe their ancient Rights; have with the-utmoſt Care and 
Diligence, Searched into all the Remains of Convocation now 
left in this Kingdom, have conſulted the known Laws and Sta- 
rutes and Cuſtoms thereof, together with the Journals of the 
Houſe of Lords in Parliament, and have ſtrictly inquired 
into the Uſages of former Convocations, from ſuch Perſons 
as were-the beſt able to inform them. * And that future Con- 
vocations may not labour under the ſame Difficulties that they 
ave done, the ſaid Lower Houſe have thought fit to make the 
; follows 


+ K | 
following Declaration and Claim of Their Rights, and have agreed 
ro theſe Reſobutiones, which for the perpetual Memory of Them, 
they have Ordered to he Enter d in their Journals. I 


This is the very Preface which Dr. Lambert Drew. up, and 
which the Houſe agreed to without any Amendment, ex- 
cepting in a Word or two, which did not affe& the ſenſe 
of it. For after the Word following (in line 1. as printed in 


this page) they put in the Words Declaration and Claim of 


their Richts inſtead of the Words Claim of Rights; and after the 
Word have (in the ſame line) they left out the Words te one 
' voice all. And this I mention to prevent any Cavil; For the 
Letter Writer may ſay, that the Dr. did indeed draw up a Paper, 
but that it might be very different from what appears upon 
the Journal; by reaſon of very material Amendments made by 


the Houſez for which Amendments the Dr. would not be re- 
ſponſible; For it might be, that he gave his Negative to them. 


"It is remarkable, that the Houſe ſhould entruſt any One ſingle 
Member with the Drawing upa Paper of this Nature, which uſed 
generally to be entruſted to a ſelect Committee. But the Dr. ha- 
ving had the chief hand in Drawing up theclaim of Rights, and be- 
ing remarkably the moſt zealous Aſſertor and Promoter of 
them, One who labour'd the moſt diligently in ſearch of them, 
and was the moſt watchful Guardian againſt any the leaſt En- 
croachment that could be ſuppoſed to be made upon them, 
the Houſe had ſucha grateful Senfe of his learned pains and 
ingenuons behaviour upon all ſach occafions, that they intruſt- 

ed to him ſolely the Drawing up this Preface or Introduction. 

And I infiſt the more upon the Authority of Dr. Lambert, be- 

- - cauſe, if I be not miſtaken, the Letter Writer knows him full well; 

and has a greater opinion, than any other Man whatſoever, of his 

Worth and Integrity. Now therefore I ask the Letter Writer, 
can it be ſuppoſed, that a Man of Dr. Lambert's knowledge 
and skill in Convocation Affairs, would have drawn up ſuch an 
Introduction as this? Or that the Houſe, would have complied 


with it, and made it their own, if both He and They had not 
with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, Searched into all the Remains of 


Convocation, now leſt in this Kingdom; if they had not conſulted 
the known Laws and Statutes and Cuſtoms thereaf, together with the 
Journals of the Houſe of Lords in Parliament; if they had not 
moreover, ſtr:ly inquired into the Uſages of former Convocations, 
from ſuch Perſons as were beſt able to inform them? And yet the 


Letter Writer would have it thought, that we had not the Aſſiſt ance 
or 
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Light into the AFfairs of the Lower Houſe, from what he owns is pre- 255 

ſerved of the . of the Upper Houſe of laſt Convocation ; 

nor any 5 gow or Obſervation of the lat Lower Houſe, from any 

Perſon who had been a Member of it, to direct us in our Rights and 

Privileges and Proceedings. But l hope Dr. Lambert, who has the 

character of bcing an ingenious Man, will think himſelf obliged 

in point of Honour as well as Juſtice to himſelf, to take this 

miſtaken Letter Writer to task; and to let him know, that He 

did not miſlead the Houſe, when they depended upon him, 

and intruſted him with the Drawing up this Introduction. 

Let it not be ſaid that the Dr. was under 4 ſtrong Diſpoſition p. 69. 

to Copy after the Majority of the Lower Houſe in England, and to 
- aſſume thoſe for undoubte d Rights and Privileges, which he ſaw ſo * 

warmly Claim'd and Defended by his Brethren there; For the zeal 
and forwardneſs which the Dr. ſhew'd in impeaching the - 
- Two Members, for giving information of ſome things, which 

ſeem'd to favour the Pretenſions of the Majority of the Lower 

Houſe in England, ſufficiently acquits the good Dr. from any 

ſuſpicion of Prejudice and Partiality in this cafe, 

Put the Letter Writer may urge, that the Dr. was apprebenſive „ 6 

of dangerous Deſigns then forming againſt the Rights of the Church, p-. 69. 

and particularly, that ſome of the Biſhops were Encroach- 

ing upon the Rights and Privileges of the Lower Cler 7 and de- 

ſigned either to enſlave them, or to make them a uſeleſs part of the 
Convocation. And he may Appeal to all the Members, and e- 
ven to the Journal (March 2d, 1704, Seſſio 37.) whether the Dr. 
was not Pablickly Accuſed of ſomething of this Nature by a 
Reverend Profeſſor. And tho? the Houſe did him Juſtice againſt 
the Profeſſor z might not that be, becauſe the Aajorit of them 
were ſomewhat more than Well-wiſhers to the Majority of the Lower p. 80. 
Houſe in England, and therefore would not permit the Dr. to be 
diſturbed, whilſt he was Aſſerting the ſame Rights, and Proſecu- 
ting the ſame Meaſures with that Majority? For can it. be ima- 
gined, that ſo wiſe and judicious a Man, as the Profeſſor is al- 
lowed to be, ſhould in ſo great an Aſſembly, charge the Dr. with 
oppoſing the Rights and Privileges of the Upper Houſe, if there 
had been no manner of ground or reaſon for it? 

doubt not but the ingenious Dr. has skill and dexterity e- 
nough to Anſwer this or any other Objection that the Letter 
Writer can bring againſt the Authority of his Teſtimony ; and 
that he will (notwithſtanding all that the Leiter a 
aid 


* 


| (49) 
ſaid to the contrary) ſhew to the World, that he has not heen 
an unfaithful Manager of the Truſt repoſed in him: But that 
he will make it to appear, that our Rights and Privileges are 
Built upon as ſure a Foundation as he Repreſents them. 


And that we had all thoſe means. of Information to di- 


rect us in our Claim and Practice, which he mentions in 
that ſolemn Introduction. $67 | 
And as I have taken the Lerter Writer to task for having repre- 
ſented our Proceedings falſely : So I doubt not but that rhe Dr. 
will call him to an Account for having made any Repre- 
ſentation. at all. It was this, it ſeems, and this only, that 
kindled- his Zeal againſt the Tmo. Members. And ſince the 
Letter Writer is equally. guilty of the ſame Crime, I hope the 
Dr. will diſtribute. Juſtice impartially, and make him alſo 
feel the effects of his Diſpleaſure; And ſo to the Drs. Correcti- 


on I leave him. 


BEFORE I conclude, it may be expected that I ſhould ſay 
ſomething to the Reflections, which the Author of Partiality 
Detected has caſt upon the Two Members. For he too has taken 
Liberties with them as well as his Correſpondent. The Reader will 
ſee, ſays he, by this Account (1.e. the Letter Writer's Account) with 


what 22 it is atteſted by the Two Members, and Recogni- 


zed by the Majority of a thin Houſe in Ireland, that they enjey- 
ed all theſe ſeveral Rights and Privileges, without the leaſt Struggle, 


Conteſt, or Difference with. their Graces and Lordſhips. I have 


read over the Letter Writer's Account very carefully, and by it 
I do not find, that he pretends to any one ſingle inſtance of the 
leaſt Struggle, Conteſt, or Difference that we ever had with 
their Graces and Lordſhips about the Enjoyment of any one 
of thoſe Rights and Privileges which the Two Members mention 
in their Paper. The Letter Writer indeed tells us of great Dif- 


ferences between the Two Houſes about the Virger, and the E- 


lection of the Vice- Prolocutor; but it will appear by the Ac- 


count which I have given of both thoſe Facts that they are. 


all intirely of his own inventing. And even theſe, had they 
been true, would not-in the leaſt have invalidated one Sylla- 


ble of the Truth of what the Two Members have Aſlerted. 


For 


wa | | 
LEGENDS HK odor oi og. 
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For they have not ſo much as mentioned the Virger or Vice- 
Prolocutor. I therefore challenge this Author to give an in- 


ſtance of any one Right or Privilege mention'd in that Paper, 


about which we had any the leaſt Struggle, Conteſt, or Different 
with their Graces and Lovdſhiffe.” The Litter Writer fay, has not 
yet done it, and till it be done by One or Other of them, I 


fall leave it to the Reader to judge where the want of Inge- 


nuity ought to be fix't, whether upon the Two Members or up- 

on this Author. . 
But the Majority of the poor thin Houfe muſt be alſo charg- 

ed with Diſingenuity, for Recognizing what the Tipo Members 


have Atteſted ; he might, methinks, have ſaid, the large Majority 


of a thin Houſe, for that even the Letter Writer allows: And 
indeed ſo large it was, that the ſame number would have made 
a Majority even in a very full Houſe. - I hope this Gentleman 


will make good his Charge, or elſe think himſelf obliged to 


3 


make ſome ſatisfaction to the Reputation of ſo many worthy 
Perſons, Which he has here publickly traduced. n 


Having told us, that in the Convocation of 1661, the Actu- 
ary was by the leave of the Biſhops choſen by the Lower Houſe, 
and Nominated to the Upper Houſe by the Prolocuror after his 
own Confirmation ; he falls foul 55 the. Two Membtrs, and 
ſays, How then could the Two Gentleme 

choice of their own Actuary, as one of the Rights and Uſages of the 
Lower Houſe there; and tell us particularly it was made before the 
Confirmation of the Prolocutor ? I muſt remind this Author, that 


the Two Gentlemen of Ireland have in their Paper, given an 
Account of Matters of Fact only, without ſaying upon what 


Right any the leaſt of them were founded. As yet they have 
hadeno neceſſity to enter into any Controverſy about them. 
And that the Matter of Fact concerning the Actuary, is, as they 
have related it, true, they Appeal to the Members ef the Low- 
er Houſe, who well know whether it was true or no: They 
Appeal allo to the Journal of the Houſe (Jan. 11. 1704, Seſſis 
1*) where the whole Tranſaction is faithfully Recorded: And 
they Appeal moreover to One ( whoſe Teſtimony I preſume 
will be of greater weight than all theſe with this Author)1 
mean the Letter Writer, who tells him, that What follows the firſt 
Paragraph is truly Stated, till we come to that which begins thus; 
The Returns of all Members, &c. Now, if this Gentleman will 


but turn to the Paper of the Two Members, he will find that 
| G& what 


n of Ireland 08 in the 


p. 192, 


5. 72. 
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" what they relate concerning the chooſing thi (Fran, i between 


the firſt Paragraph and that which begins thus; Returns of .. 


all Members, &c, And therefore I hope he will allow, that the 
Two Members had ſome. Reaſon to tell him particularly, that the 


Choice of the Actuary was made before abe Confirmation of the Pro- 
| locutor. * ; | oo EATERS. ; 5 * bs 


The Ungenerous and 'Unjuſt Reflections which he paſſes W- 
ed 


on Mr. Higgms, deſerve no other Anſwer, than to be pa 


by with contempt. Railing always rebounds back, and hurts 
thaſe that uſe it, more than thoſe againſt whom it is intended. 
His Character is fuch, both in England and Ireland, that, ſhould 
bring it into the leaſt Competition with that of the Lerter 
Mriter, I ſhould degrade it more, than any thing that has yet 
been ſaid againſt him. And as for the conſt ant Correſpondence that 


(he ſays) was held between Arch-deacon Percivale in Ireland, and 


one ar leaſt of the Members of the Lowgr Houſe here (in England) who 


was of the ſame great College in. Oxford. The Arch-deacon bids 


me tell him, that it is true; he did and does ſtill hold a Correſ- 

- pondence, not with One only, but with many who have been 

Members of that truly Great College. This is a Fault which 
he neither repents nor is aſhamed of; nay, he deſigns to con- 
tinue and perſevere in it; and to neglect no Opportunity of 
ſhewing the greateſf Aſſection, Honour, and Veneration, for 
that Learned and Flouriſhing Society, of which he was once an 
unworthy Member. | - 
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APPENDIX. 


« - Numb: I. 


The Pa per of the Two M er: , which: 


occaſioned the preſent Diſpute. 
E whoſe Nan. es are underwritten, Mentber 7 of rhe Lower 
Houſe of Convocation, in Ireland, being deſired. by our 


\ Brethren, of the Lower Houſe of Convocation in En- 


gland, to give them an Account, in their Houſe, of ſeveral Rights, 
and Uſages enjoy d, and praitis'd by that Houſe,” of which we are 


Members, did accordingly (on Monday, the 4th of Feb. 1702.) give 


our Anfwers to ſeveral Queſtons prqpos'd to Us by the Prolocutor /; 
and being farther requeſted to draw up the Subſtance of what We 
then deliver'd, do now, in Compliance with their Deſires, give into the 

ſaid Houſe this following Account, to be in ſuch manner by them 
made = of, as they in their Wiſdom ſhall think moſt fit. 


The Members of the. Lower Houſe of this preſont Convocation in 

Ireland were Summon d, Elected, and Return d, by Virtue of the 
Premunientes Clauſe, in the Bijhops Parliamentary Writs ;, which 
Clauſe was executed by all the Biſhops throughout the Kingdom ; But 
the Cl&gy defer'd the Eletting of a Prolocutor, and the Proceeding 
to Buſineſs, until the R eception of the Provincial Writs by the ſeveral 
4 Arch-biſhops. | : 
After the ſaid Reception of the Provincial Writs, the Members 
- met, in order to Chooſe a prdlocutor, in St. Patrick's Church, 
Dublin; and were there directed by the Biſhops to proceed to the 
Choice: They thercupon withdrew into the Chapter- Huuſe of the ſaid 
Church, where the Dean of St. Patrick's took the Chair, ciaiminę 
it as bis Right, to preſide in that place during the Election; but the 
Members would by no means allow his Claim, nor did they proceed 
to the Eleftion till he ſirſt quitted the Chair. 


3 A. 
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Ae did then quit it, and the Members cleGed him to preſide, and 
aſſumed a Pablick Notary to make a Notarigl Ad of the Election. 
As ſoon..as the Prolocutor was choſen, the Dean of St. Patrick's, 
"baving Aeclar d the Election, left the Chair: And then the Prolo- . 
cutor, having put on his Doctors Hood, mas condutted into it-by. 
tn of the Members. | | * 
The Prolocutor being in the Chair, the Houſe immediately choſe 
the ſame Perſon to be their Actuary, whom they had before aſſun'd 
244 Publick Notary. All this was done, beforeghe Confirmation of 


the Prolocutor by the Biſhops. 


The Returns of all Members were made to the ſeveral Arch-biſhops, 
and a Liſt of the Members of the Lower Houſe was 2 
the Lower Houſe from the Upper. 

A ſtanding (Committee of Elettions was, at the beginning of the 
Convecation, appointed to juage of Elections, if any ſhould be Con- 
troverted ; but none were. The aforeſaid Committee, and all other , 
Committees of the Lower Houſe, were appointed by the ſole Authe- 


rity of that Houſe. . 


Calls of the Houſe mere frequent, and always appointed by the 
Houſe it ſelf,. and all Aember% were then order d to appear in their 
| ſeveral Places: Aud when any, upon ſuch Call, were.abſent, and 
| no ſatisfattory Account was given 1 their Abſence, the Prolocu- 
| tor, or the — was order'd by the Houſe te ſignify to ſuch 
. Members, that the Houſe demanded their Attendance, Upon ſuch 
j Signifioation of the Commands of the Hauſe, the Members do either 
appear Perſonally, or ſend Letters of Exguſe to the Prolocutar ; . 
of which Excafe the Houſe judges, and either allows, or diſallows | 
it, 45 they fee Cauſe, 


; = i hen ſuch Excuſe has been diſallow'd by the Houſe, and the ; 
i Members bave ſtill neglected to appear, the Names of ſuch Mem- f 
| bers contumaciouſiy abſent, have been laid before the Biſhops, And f 
1 | when any ef the ſaid Members have afterwards ſent ſuch Excuſes, 1 
| | as the Houſe hath allonꝰ d, that Albmance bas been ſignified to the | I, 
| | Bijnops. | 5 
* Member does ever preſume to depart ſrom the Synod, without 7 

asking leave of the Houſe; and no Application (that We know f, b, 


. bas ever been made to the Biſhops for their Leave, till that of the 
Lower Houſe was firſt obtain'd. But when ave have procured the 


a , 7 
| Leave of our Own Houſe, we look pon our ſelves aways oblig d to {i 
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es ene IS 
crave That of their Lordſhips alſo, they having jaſt Right to our 
Attendance on them in Synod. - bey F Juſt Ty $f ha 


In caſt of a V acancy by the Death, or Promotion of a Proctor, o 
by -one Prottor”s being choſen for two Places, and declaring for which: »® © 
of. the two He will 2 the Lower Houſe ſigniſies ſuch Vac =. 
ro the Upper Houſe, praying their Lordſhips that it may be Pure 8 
Aud thereupon a Mandate iſſues from the Biſhop. of the Dioceſs; inn 
which ſuch Vacancy happens, for the Election of a new Member; 
which when made, and return d, is notified to the Prolocutor, by 
the Upper Houſe, and upon his reporting it to the Lower, the Per- 
ſourſo e leſted is by two Members introduced into the Houſe, and 
there takes his Place. . F 


When the Upper and Lower Houſe have concurrent Seſſiont, the 
Lower Houſe always continues ſitting, till they have Notice that 
the 4 gh Houſe is adjourr'd ;, which Notice was at firſt brought by 
the Bijhops Actuary, by word of Mouth; but, to avoid Miſtakes, 
bath, at the Deſire of the Lower Houſe, ſince been brought by him. * 
in Writing. b : oo 

The 8 in which this Notice is given, is various; It is ſaid 
ſometimes, that the Preſident, Arch- Biſhops, and Biſhops ;, ſometimes 
that the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops have adjourn d this Convocation, 
or the Convocation to . — or ſuch a Time, and Place. 

The Lower Houſe do not, upon ſuch Notice, ever break up theim. 
Seſſion, but always proceed in theix Buſineſs, Fill 4 Motion is made 
by ſome Member of the Houſe for Adjourning; which Motion, by 
a ſtanding Order of the Houſe, can never (in a Morning -S. ſſion he. 
be made, without leave of the Houſe, before One a Clock. | 

The Prolocutor, before He puts the Queſtion of Adjournment, _ 
reports to the Houſe, what Time the Biſhops have adjourn'd to, and 
then the Lawer Houſe adjourns it ſelf to that Time, or to any Time 
ſhort of that, by the Authority, and Conſent of the Houſe: Which 
Power of the Lower Houſe to adjourn it ſelf, was own'd and al- 
low'd by the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, then at Dublin, in the ir 
Anſwer to ſome Queries ſent to them by the Right Henourable the + 
Earl of Nottingham, then Principal Secretary of State in England, 


before the Calling of this Convoc at ion. 
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The Lower Huuſe doth very frequently hold intermediate Sel- 
ſions, which they look upon to be as regular, as thoſe which are 


concurrent with the Seſſ'ogg of the Biſhops, and do in their 3 
| / 
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fle them Sefſi 
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var. | 
ſons, and number them among Others, without any 
Diſerimination. © 9 [\ | 


All Meſages ſent from the Lower Houſe to the Upper, are re. 


4 "duced into 


| ring, and ſign'd' by tbe Prolocutor, and by him 
read in the Upper. | * 


The Lowers Houſe doth admit Members, who diſſent from the Re. 
' folutions of the Houſe, to enter upon their Rooks"a Proteſt ation 


A4 gainſt ſuch Reſolutions, either with Reaſons, or without But the 


"Houſe never permits any thing to be enter d, which reflects on the 
bonour of the Houſe. TY . 

Mie never heard of "any Proteſtation made in the Upper Houſe 
by Members of the Lower, | 


Such 7 pers, as have been by the Prolocutor effer'd to the Bi- 
ſhops, have been by their Lordſhips conſtantly received. | 


The Seſſions of the Upper Houſe, tho" leſs frequent than thoſe of 
the Lower, are yet ſo order'd by their Lordſhips, that Buſineſs hath 
never been interrupted, for want of Synodical Meetings. 


We de, in the laſt Place, declare our deepeſt and moſt grateful 
Senſe of the Paternal Tenderneſs of our Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, 
for the Lower Clergy ;, very obſervable in their Lordſhips great Zenl 


and Readineſs to concurr with them on all Occaſions, in the Recovery 


and Preſervation of their Rights, and in every other good Mor: And 
are heartily thankful to Almighty God, that We do enjoy ali theſe 
ſeveral Rights and Privileges, without the leaſt Struggle, Conteſt, 
or Difference with their Graces, and Lordſhips: And do bleſs him 
for the perſett Unity and Harmony between both Houſes ; which, 
being ſo very conſpicuous, We look upon to be a great Security to that 
National Church, a great Diſcouragement to her profeſt Enemies, and 
4 great Vexation and Diſappointme ut to the more cloſe and dangerous. 
Underminers of her Apoſtolick and Orthodox Conſtitution, 


W. Percivale, Arch-Deacon of Caſhel. 
Fran. Higgins, Proctor for the Dioce/s of Oſſory. 


Numb, 
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Numb. II. | 


Extract out of the Journal of the Lower 
Houſe of Colocation. = 


FIESTA præhabita ante Seſſionem hujus ſacreSynodi & præ- 

I cognitu neceſſaria ad intelligendum cid methodo & qui- 
bus medits inſiſtebat Clerus Eccleſiæ Hibernicæ ad recuperandum 
& obtinendum antiquum & induþitatum jus & Privilegium 
Synodicè coeundi quoties Parliamentum convenerit. 


Audito Parliamentum conveniendum fore in hoc regno, De- 
cani & Archidiaconi, qui tunc temporis Dublinii erant, Archie- 
piſcopos & Epiſcopos ibidem commorantes tum fratrum tum 
ſao nomine xogabant, ut Cauſam & jus Cleri cum ſenatu Parlia- 
- mentarid conveniendi, apud illuſtriſſimum Proregem agerent; 

& Clauſulam dictam Premunientes Regio Brevi de jure inſe- 
rendam, & aut incuria aut aliter bis omiſſam, inſeri curarent. 

Illuſtriſſimus Prorex, per Archieptſcopos & Epiſcopos tot ius 
Cleri nomine rogatus, deſideria noſtra Regiæ Majeſtati pro ſo- 
lita ſua humanitate & Animo in Eccleſiam propenſiſſimo ſignifi- 
care dignatus eſt. 


Dominus Dominus Vice Comes de Morning lle, Dominæ Re- 
EINE ab Epiſtolis Propoſita quædam, Epiſcoporum examini 

ſolutioni ſubjicienda, tranſmiſit; quæ, una cum Literis 
Archiepiſcopo Dublinienſi directis, fic tradita fuer unt. 


Literæ. 
4 - 1 - 4 
My Lord, July the 4th, 1703. 


17 Got here this Evening and found his Grace in perfect health. 

He had by the laſt Packet, a Letter from my Lord Notting- 
ham relating to the Convocation, and, by his Graces Command, 1 
here fend You the Extraft of it. : 

His Grace deſires Jou would conſider this Matter fully, and ſend | 
him an Anſwer thereto, ſuch as he may Tranſmit over. It happens 
indeed a little untuckily now by his abſence, and that of moſt of the 
' Biſhops, and the Judges being alſo upon the Circuit. ay 
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i all the part 


upon Summoning a 
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My "Lord weſires jour Grace to tale the whole Matter Ants" your 


"Con ation as he has av eat Opinion and Deference for 
— Tea ent, be would defire e you 5% conſider what may be 
"alſo 100 convenient, in order to the preſerving a good Correſpondence 


s of f the Government : And for his own Information, 
- would be 2421 to be ſatisſied, what ſeems to be the Inclination and 


deſire at the ſaid Aſſembly. | 
I write upon a Matter much out of my Knowledge, and therefore 


| * * who oF Lordſhips intive Pas henſions of this Affair. 
And if 2 "Trace ſend end your Levter v0 7% Dawſon, heovil 


conuey it to, | 
My Lord, , 
Your Graces, Moſt Humble, 
. Affectionate Servant, 
Ed. Southwell. 


* 


Sic Propoſita. 


F. Q. N 80 "4 laſt Convocation was „eld in Ireland. 
i . How the Convocations uſually are Summoned. 
3. Q. What | Rig che Clergy of Ireland have to a Convocation, 


Parliament. 
4. Q. What Authority the Convocation when Summoned have 
to Aft without the Queen's Licence Authorizing them, and, if 


they have any Authority, to what matters it extends. 
5. Q. What are the Rules and Methods of their Proceedings 


Hiſce Propoſitis Reſponſum eſt quinto die Menſis Julit, 
Anno Dom, 17c3 : prout ſequitur. 


1. Q. When the laſt Convocation was held in Jrelard. 


R. The Laſt Convocation was held in Ireland, after the Reſt au- 
ration of the Royal Family, in the Year 1661. It began with the 
Parliament then called, and continued during the ſaid Parliament, 
viz. zo ihe Ti 47 1666, between which time and the Tear 1692. 


chere was ne Panne u * Ireland. 


2. Q. 


- 


un 

2. Q. Ho the Convecationt uſualſy ate Summoned 1” 
R. Ihere was fame Queſtion concerning this Matter in t Ne, 

166r, and the Council to inform themſelves made the following 


By the Lords Juſtices and Cugicil.  - 


Maurice Euſtace, Canc. Orrery, Montratn nn! 

IS Majeſty's Gractous Commiſſion for calling a Park ament in 

this Kingdom, having been this day read at this Board, It 

is Ordered, That the moſt Reverend Fathers in God, the Lord Arch- 

Biſhop of earns; of and the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, "av 

forthwith meet and adviſe of, and Return unto Us their Opinions; 
hem all Things legally requiſite in Order to the Convocation, and 
other Things relating to the Church, may be done and prepared, and: 

Preſent the ſame unto Us with all convenient ſpeed. N | 


Given at the Council- Chamber in Dublin, 25th March, 1661. 


. 


Kildare, Mountgomery, W. Caulfeild, Rich. Coote, Santry, : 
Hen. Tichborne, Jo. Byſſe, Arth. Forbes, ja. Warez 

- Rt. Meredyth, Theo. Jones. | | 
* 


On this Order, the Two Arch-Biſbops made the F 
following Report. nnr 


| | Fu] | N _ April 34, 166 
N purſuance of Your Lordſhips within Order, We have con- 
ſider'd of Things * in Order to the Convocation, and 
particularly, have made ſearch for a Form of Writs to be 
Iſſued as formerly for Convocating the Clergy; and can find 

as yet no other, than what is of the Tenor hereunto aunext, + 
which We conceive a ſufficient Form for the preſent; to be 


ſent preſently to every of the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops. 
| | J. Armac han. | 
F 3 4. Dublin. . P ; 


The Clauſe in the Writ Returned by the ſaid Arch-Biſhops | 
relating to a Convocation, is in theſe Words. 


Remonentes Decanum, & Capitulum Eccleſiæ veſtræ Armacha- | 

ne, & Archidiaconum, totumq; Clerum veſtrz Dizceſeos, = 

quod idem Decanl & Archidiacont in propriis per ſonis ſuis, ac } 
1 5 
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x dium Capitulom per-unum, idemq; Clerus per duos Procu- 
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ratorgs idoneos plenam & ſufficientem-poteſtatem ab ipſis Capi- 
tulo & Clero diviſim habentes,.prediQto die & l rſonaliter 
interſint ad conſentiendum his que tunc & ibidem de commugi: 


conſilio contigerint ordinari.. Feſte, &. 
3. Q. What Right the Clergy of Ireland have to a Convoca- 
tion upon Summoning a Parliament. wh 
R. It has been the Cuſt om for a Convocation to meet with a Par- 
liament in Ireland, and the Clergy have Clain'd.it as a Right. But 
in the two late Parliaments held in King William's Reign, the An- 
cient Form of Writs directed to the Biſhops to appear in Parliament 


wore omitted. | 

4. Q. What Authority the Convocation when Summon'd have 
to Act without the Queen's Licence Authorizing them: And, 
if they have any Authority, to what Matters it extends. 

R. This 8 belt Anſwer d by the Clauſe in the Wrie - 
of Licence directed to the Convocation, and-Dated March 21ft, 
1661. which Writ was again renew'd after the Death of Primate - 
Bramhall, Nov, 10th, 1665. and is in theſe Nerds. | 


( A.RO-L US Secundus, &c. Tibi Reverendiſſimo in 
Chriſto Patri Domino Armachano Archiepiſcopo, & totius . 
Hibernie Primati, cæteriſq; Archiepiſcopis, Epiſeopis, Decanis, 
Archidiaconis, Capitulorum Collegiorum & Clerorum Procura- 
toribus, in Eccleſia Cathedrali Sti. Patricis Dublin, prædict. Præ- 
ſente Comvocatione ſeu conſilio Hiberniæ Generali exiſtente de- 
bite congregatis plenam & liberam facultatem ſimul & autho- 
ritatem damus & concedimus per præſentes; Quatenus Vos de 


tempore in tempus durante Parliamento noſtro Dublini i nunc in- 


choato communicare tractare conſultare & concludere de & ſu- 
per quibusdam certis Articulis, Canonibus, RegulisEccleſiaſticis, 
Ordinationibue, Statutis, & Conſtitutis quæ vobis ad Honorem 

Dei & verum cultum divini Numinis augmentandum, Hæreſes 
& malos mores e vinea Chriſti penitus eradicandos, Commo- 

dum & quietem Eccleſiæ procurandam & conſetvandam, Bo- 

num deniq; Regimen in cauſis ad Cognitionem & Juriſdictionem 
ejuſdem de jure vel conſuetudide ſpectans magis conducere vi- 
debuntur, nec non Ordinationes & Decreta in vim Canonum & 
Conſtitutionum Eccleſiaſticarum ſuper præmiſſis facere & eaſ- 
dem noſtro pris ſuper eiſdem aſſenſu habito & obtento edecq; . 
late & promulgare Ubere & licite valeatis. 1 


* 
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"he Clergy of Helaud have likewiſe tar themſelves. in Conyo- = 
cation; — 75 the laſt Parliament, when n Convocation ſar, tbe 
Biſhops Proteſted ainſt the Park aments Taxing them ink Lend 
Tax, in Order ty Preſeroe'their*Right to Tax themſelves, . 
5. Q. What are the Rules and Methods of their Proceedig 
R. The Convocation A Ireland 5s 4 National Synod; "all th 
Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops Sit in an Upper Houſe, the Dean, Arch- 
- deacons and Proftors ef the Clergy Sit in a Lower Houſe : They are 
Govermd by the ConmunRutes of Synode, ench Hiuſe did Af and 
Adjourn by it ſel f; and no Canon or Rule is made or obliging, but 
d by. the 


with the Concurrence of both-Houſes, * ratified. and confirm 
Royal Aſſent under theGreat Seal. 


Omino Proregi, qui ad mandatam Dominæ Reginæ (quo cer- 
tior ſuper hac re ipſa fieret) hoc exegit, Epiſcopi formain 
ſive ſeriem requiſitorum ad Sy nodum conſtituendam manuali ſub- 
ſcriptione communitam præſentaverunt. Dat. Decimo Auguſti, 


1 703. - 


Io His Grace the Duke of Ormond. 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, N WT” 
: Hereas Tour Grace has bin pleaſed to acquaint Us, That Her 
; Majeſty thinks it neceſſary to be further informed of all the 
Forms relating to 4 Convocation, before She can reſolve to have 
ane Summoned, which will require more time than there will be bt» 
fore the Parliament is to meet, ſo that Her Majeſty cannot do ir 
at preſent without inconvenience both to Her ſelf. and the Clergy; 
We do bumbly repreſent to Tour Grace, That We do reſer Jur 
ſelves to Her Magelt Ys Favour and Wiſdom for the Time when the 
"Convocation ſhall Sit and Add: But withall do humbly inſiſt upon 
having the Clauſe Præmunientes or Præmonentes, inſerted in the 
Biſhops Parliament-Writs, as has been *conſkantly prattiſed in 
England, ard liktwiſe in Ireland, in all Parliaments held before 
the late Revolution, and as We concesve it ought of Right to be. 
Which Clauſe does not infer the actual Sitting of 4 Convocati- 
on, but the chooſing proper Members to be ready to Sit and Alt when- 
ever Her Majeſty ſhall think fit to require their Advice, All 
which We 3 pray Tour Grace to repreſent to Her Majeſiy, 

from Tour Gract's Moſt Obedient, and Humble Servants, 

| Narciſſus Armagh. Wm. Killdare. » 

William Dublin. St. George Clogher. 
Ed. Downe and Connor. 
H 2 Zelus 
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> 420 
u E LUS:&tudium Epiſcoporum tantum apud Re ginam 

8 | ejuſq; Proregem valuit, ut Regio Brevi Epiſcopis di- 
recto ad comparendum in Parliamento tenendo Dublinii vice- 
ſimo primo die Menſis Seprembres Clauſula dicta Premunientes in- 
ferta fuit, virtute cujus Clauſulæ ſic inſertæ, & per ſingulos 
Epi ſcopos execution debitæ mandatæ, Decani, Archidiaconi, 
& Procuratores tum Capitulorum tum Cleri comparuerunt 
Dublini; 219. die Septembris, feeundum tenorem dicti Brevis; ſed 
deerant adhuc Bre via Provincialia quod obſtitit quo minus Cle- 
rus æquum duceret ſe in Synodum formare. Ad hæc igitur 
obtigenda Decani Archidiaconi & Procuratores libellum Peti- 
torium Archiepiſcopis & Epiſcopis præſentarunt, & Archie- 
picopi & Epiſcopi inſuper nomine totius Cleri libellum Peti- 
torium Domino Proregi præſentarunt, quo rogatum eſt ut dicta 
Brevia exeant ſecundum Morem & laudabilem conſuetudinem 
hujus regni. 


To the Moſt Reverend Fathers in God, the Lords Arch- 
Biſhops, and the Right Reverend the Biſhops of this 
Kingdom. | | 


The Humble ADDRESS of the Deans, Archdeacons, 

and Prottors, Summond to Dublin by the Royal Writ, 
and their Lordſhips Mandates thereupon, in behalf of 
. themſelves, and the reſt of their Brethren of the Lower 


* 


| Clergy. 
) Preſented Ofob. 1. 1503. > 


h | May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, | " 
A the whole courſe of Tour "Government over Us has leſt Us no 


* 


room to doubt of Tony Zeal for the eſtabliſhed Church, and Your 
; aternal Care of all its Members, ſo the late great Inſt ance we have 
4 had of Your Lordſhips endeavours to Aſſert and Retover our antsent 
iN Right of Meeting and Sitting in Convocation, has confirmed Vs 
5 inthe Belief, that Tou regard Our Intereſt, as Tour own. It is 
þ from a juſt and deep Senſe of this Tour Lordſhips hearty concern 
Hl for Our Common Rights, that We beg leave to return Our fiucere 
1 and unanimous Thanks to Tour Loraſhigs for the Progreſs You have 
{ | already made, in order ta have them Reſtared. Aud we cannot 
but Lament, that Succeſs has not yet fully anſwered Your Lerdſhips 
<pjoſt Pious and Generous \Deſigns. ; 4 


2 
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Ard fince Taur J erdſhip: have net been wanting en Teur Parts 
te Aſert the Cauſe of the Church, and to Vindteate its wndoubted 

' Rights, We moſt humbly beſeech Tour  Lordſhips, that Ve may join 
in: ſa, Neceſſary and Laudable an Attempt. And being the inferior 
Afembers, who im Conjunttion'with Your Lordſhips, do ſorni the In- 
tire Body of a National Comvocation, "We earneſtly pray, that 
row Lord ſnips would prepare ſuch an Addreſs to the Government, 
as We may have the Honour of Preſenting together with Tour Lerd- 
Pips; or«think of ſome other Method to be Communicated to Us by 
Your Lordſhips, as a means of. inſiſting upon, and obtaining Our 
juſt Rights, and of making Our preſent Meeting (to which many of 
Us hade come frem the remoteſt Parts of the Kingdem) effeſtual, te 
the pronicting of God's Glory, and the Good of this Chi ch. 


To His Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
| Preſented Oftob; 7th, 1703: 


May it pleaſe Your Grate, - 6.4 a. = 

WI the Arcl;-Biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of Ireland, 
have received an Adareſs from Our Brethren the Clergy, 

who are come to Dublin in Obedience to Her Majeſty's Writ of- 
Summons, in whith they inſiſt on the Churches Right, ta have a full 
Convocation with every Parliament; and hgue earneſtly intreated . 
De to apply to Tour Grace, to obtain this Our Juſt and Undoubted 
Right, and to make Our Meeting (to which many of them have come 
from the remoteſt Parts of the Kingdom) effectual to the promoting 
the good of the Church. We cannot but Approve» of their Requeſts | 
and humbly beſeechTour Grace, that You would be pleaſed to lay be- 
fore Her Majeſty, this Our Unanimous Petitiow and Claim ; and to 
move Her Majeſty to iſſue the Provincial Writs to the ſe veral Arche © 
Biſhops, which, according to Cuſt om, hat e conſt Antly accompanied | 
the Præmonentes Clauſe in the Parliamentary Writs, The Biſkps 
and Clergy of this Kingdom being Ambitious to owe the Reſtitution 
of Their Rights, ſolely to Her Majeſt % by Tour Graces Mediation. 
And We preſs the more earneſtly for Them at this time, berauſe Me 
are fully perſwaded, that there will be*a very good Agreement am 
Unanimity amongſt Vs all, and alſo an United Zeal for the Glory * 
of God, and Her Majeſty's Service. | 


8 L. ER Us inferioris Domus ut Brevia Provincialia priori 
Libello (Cal. Octobris dat.) ſuppliciter rogata, & diu 
frultra exaprata obtinerent, alinm Libellum Petitorium ad Re- 
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«conceive that the a f 
and intire Convocation, do Aſſemble in Two diſt inct Capacities, viz. 


in a Civil, and in an Eccleſiaſt ical Capacity. In the firſt We appre- 


bers of 4 Nut ional Church. 


and Patience that becomes 
-Lordſhips for Tour Care and Endeavours, and wiſh for an Opportuni- 
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To the Moſt, Reverend the Lords 'Arch-Biſhops, ant 
the Right Reverend the Biſhops of Ireland. 


The Humble Addreſs and Repreſentation 'of the Dane 


 » Arch-deacons, and Prottors:of the Lower Clergy now in 
Dublin. Ns 9 


May it pleaſe Vour Lordſhips. 3 | 
| Hen We farft came to Town in Obedience to Her Majeſty's 
'Y Writ, and Your Lordſhips Mandate thereupon, we hoped 


to have had the honour of > met by Your Lordſhips in a full and 


intire Convocation. But we find, that, notwithſtanding Tour Lord- 


_ ſhips Addreſs to His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and His Grace“ 


repeated Interpoſition upon that Addreſs, We are in danger of being 


lament. : 
Therefore We humbly beg leave to Repreſent to Tour -Lordſhips, the 


delay d till poſſibly it may be too late to aſſert Our Rights dur i 
- this Seſſion HELL, n; * wy 


+ Senſe and Deſires of the Lower Clergy in this extraordinary Fun(ture . 
- My Lords, We do (mith all Duty and Deference ta Tour Lordſhips ) 


of this Kingdom, when met in a perfeit 


bend Our ſelves to be called together by Her Majeſty's Writ in the 


"Clauſe Præmunientes; and that in Virtue of this, We have a Right 


* be form d into a regular Body, to be Attendants upon, and Coun- 


ſellors to the Parliament, in whatever may 
Rights of the Church, as interwoven with the State: In Our Eccle- 


moned by the Provincial Writ, and Your Grace s Metropolitical Au- 
ty conſe that Writ, which forms Us into a National, 


3 ly Eccleſtaſtionl Synod, to Frame - Canons, to Reform Diſes- 


fline, Cenſure Hereſie, and to exert that Furiſdiftion which belongs 
ro Us in Conj unſtion with Tour Lordſhips, as the Repreſentative Mem- 


We have, as We hope, a 
s, and We repeat Our Thanks to Tour 


of rerurning Our moſt humble Thanks to His Grace the Lord Lien- 


nant for hit gi concern to olcain it. Bus ſering We have not 
| > 
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verendiſſimos, & Reverendos Patres Uirigendum 
 eumque illis præſentarunt in hæc vera. 


relate to the Temporal. 
Paſt ical Capacity We look upon it as abſolutely neceſſary to be Sum- 


ed for this Writ, with that Modeſty 
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er g e e Dies ; Tm 
7 ical, We are unwilling to loſe 2 ts 4 rs 2 


Tour Lordjhips Vigilance; A. Grace the Lera tenant's Fa- 
vour) We are in Poſſeſſion 0 1 6 acity. And therefore 


Mie moſt humbly 22 Tour 2 A 75 Un what farther 
Methods We on purſue, in 45 er to. Maintain Our Conſtitution, 


and to male Our r Meeting effeftual. ad 
H 10 Petitioni reſponſum tultre Proregem Literas . 


cundas ad Reginam dediſſe, quibus eam obnixe rogavit, 
ut iſſius juſſu Brevia petita exirent, nec . eſſe, Wn. 


Domus inferioris voto brevi ſatisfieret. 
Iatra paucos dies dicta Brevia n 
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6 Numb. III. 2-488." 

Extract out of the Minutes of the Lower Houſe- 

of Convocation, refer'd to p. 10. | 
Auguſt 5th, 17107. * 132%... 


Finitis precibus, &c. 


H E Reverend the Prolocutor fienified to this Houſe, that's 4 
his Indiſpoſition had made him uncapable of performing the 2 
ty of his Office in this Houſe, and therefore 225 the Leave 0 
f he Houſe, to Nominate a Member of this. Houſe. to AA i 
bis Place, to "which the Houſe Conſemed, and the Prolocutor V- 
minated the Reverend Dr. Stearn, Deanof Sr. Patrick's Dublin, 
to be his Subſtitute e ry Sickneſs: to which the Lower Houſe 


did unanimouſly ed. of hit Nomination of the * 
ſaid Dean of 2. Fata — 4 | 


the Prolocutor with rs 
Houſe went to the Upper Heuſe, and — — to the ir Lordſhips, _ 
that he being Tad) ery bad, by the Leave of the Lower 4 
Houſe, Nominated the Dean of Se. Patrick's Dublin , Subſti= 4 
tute during his Sickneſs, and that rhe Lower Houſe had unanimouſly. _— 
agreed to the ſame, and 2825 humbly — their Graces. * 

and Lordſhips Concurrence.. 
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2 Lords 5 *he' Vp 
" Whereupen he "wich 
returning, ſienifted, t 
* — waited on the 
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by * 5 3 * 
27 L „ e 
uſe eſt /veditils Attenduiice inmetiatily. 


i: Aſſeſſors went to the Upper Hole, cd Noon 
* in Obt dience to the age gay of 2 Houſe, 


. 


9085 ans regeived „ * 


« A 1 
Dh 


Mr. P locutor, | 

1 K IR Lordſhips the Biſhops. do excuſe von from Your | 
| Need we on account of Your Sickneſs, and do give 
__ - thc to the Lower Houſe to chooſe One to act in*Your Place, 
3 Auring Your Indifpoſition, and Order them to Pine him . 
Their Lordſhips for Their Approbation. mn on 


 Wheyeupon the Houſe unanimouſly choſe the Kern Dr. Stearn,” 
Dean of St. Patrick's Dublin, Vice-Prolocutor during the Pralo- 
cutor's Indiſpoſition, who being 4 be to the Upper Houſe was 


oved of by their Lordſhips, and being return'd to the Lower 
N, tool the Chair. 


i... 
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Extra out of the Minutes "4 the Lower Houſe 
x73 Convocation , refer'd to p. 21. _ 


February 9th, 1703. Seſſio. 13*. 


10 ICE being given to this Houſe, that the Virger of the 
Upper Houſe was at the Dear with a Meſſage from the Lords 
| here upon a Ts Merion made, he was admitted, and [he Prolocutor 4d 
Their Lordſbips with a Salvo jure to the Rights of this Houſe, 
1 Their Lordſhips Journals be hereafter inſured, to know wherber, | 
5 * to receive a e Meſſage by the Virger. 
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